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Sugar and rice prices reduced 


AMMAN (Petra) — The goveromait has decided to reduce by 1Z5 per 
cent the prices of sugar aud ricc for consumers as of Saturday, May 2, 
upon directives of His Majesty Ka& l Tusttsa, Minister .of Supply and 
Industry and Trade Rajai AJ M’l'Tter' arwounced Wednesday. Dr. 
Muasbcr said be issued decisions fixing the wholesale price per each tonne 
of sugar it ID 228 froin the Ministry of Supply storcsydown from JD 148/ 
and me retail sale price 'per one iflograsmae .of sugar at 140 fils, down 
from 160 fib. The wholesale price of imported rice, he added, has been 


fixed at JD 125 per tonne from the Ministry of Supply stores, down from 
JD 145. and while the retail sale mice of rice for consumers has been fixed 
at 140 fib, down from 160 fib. the minister added that the redaction in 


the prices of the two items has been made possible as a remit of the 
ministry's efforts aimed at makfog available the two materials at best 
quality and best world prices. 
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May Day holiday 


The Jordan Times will not be published on Saturday, May 
2, because of the Labour Day holiday on Friday, May 1. 
The next issue of the newspaper will appear on Sunday, 
May 3. The Jordan Times wishes its readers and advertis- 
ers a happy holiday. 
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Iraqi leader 
congratulates King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Wednesday re- 
ceived a cable from Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein congratu- 
lating trim on the occasion of the 
beginning of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

Jordan-Egypt panel 
to meet on May 5 

CAIRO (Petra) — The Joint 
Jordanfan-Egyprian Higher Com- 


tai 




Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Com- 
mittee will hold its sixth session in 
Amman on May 5. Egyptian 
Prime Minister Atef Sedqi wifi 
head the Egyptian side in the 
joint committee's meetings. Dar- 
ing its two-day meetings the com- 
mittee will discuss issues and 
topics "of .concern to the two 
countries and ways to strengthen 
bilateral relations. 

Romania honours 
Jordanian envoy 

BUCHAREST (Petra) — Roma- 
nian President Nioolae Ceausescu 
received here on Wednesday 
Jordanian Ambassador to Roma- 
nia Naser A1 Batayneh on the 
occasion of the end of the envois 
term in office in Romania. Presi- 
dent Ceausescu asked Dr. 
Batayneh to convey his best 
wishes and greetings to His 
Majesty King Hussein. The presi- 
dent also conferred upon Dr. 
Batayneh a Romanian Medal of 
the Rist Order in appreciation of 
the dose relations linking Jordan 
and Romania. 

Gromyko: Gulf 
war must end 

MOSCOW (R) —The Gulf war 
should he brought to a quick end 
regardless of who was to blame in 
starting it, - Soviet President- 
Andrei Gromyko said Wednes- 
day. “No matter what scales are 
used to weigh the fault of one or 
die other side in the war ... and 
the reasons behind that terrible 
conflict, there is only one conclu- 
sion — that it must be stopped,” 
TASS news agency quoted him as 
telling a visiting delegation from 
the Arab League. 

Pakistani jet downed 
near border 

ISLAMABAD (R)— A Pakistan 
air force jet was shot down on 
Wednesday chasing Afghan air- 
craft near the north-west border, 
the official APP news agency 
reported. It said the plane was hit 
by a when chasing a 

formation of intruding Afghan 
aircraft near Miranshah in the 
north Waziristan tribal area. The 
plane crashed near the Pakistan- , 
Afghan border but the pilot 
ejected safely and taken back to 
base, APP said. 

Settler injured 
in Gaza stoning 

TEL AVTV (R) — An Israeli 
settler had eye injuries when 
stones shattered the windscreen 
of his tony near Buret] Palesti- 
nian refugee camp, in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip, Israel police said 
Wednesday. A convoy of settlers 
drove through the camp after the 
late-night incident in a show of 
force but there were no incidents, 

e : said. Outside Jelazoun re- 
camp, in the Occupied 
West Bank, the driver of an 
Israeli bus was slightly injured 
when bfe vehicle was pelted with 
stones, police said. 
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Syria reportedly bars 
Hawatmeh, Ha bash 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Sandi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1J50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Egypt to expel Palestinian brigade 
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ABU DHABI (Agencies) — The Syrians have, 
warned Palestinian leaders Nayef Hawatmeh 
and George Habash who have reunited with 
Yasser Arafat that it was not safe for them to 
return to Damascus, * the Gulf News daily 
reported" Wednesday. 


The Dubai-based English-Lan- 
guage newspaper quoted Mr. 
Hawatmeh, leader of the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP), in a report 
from Algiers. 

Mr. Hawatmeh and Dr. 
Habash, leader of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP), were die main fi- 
gures in Syrian-backed Palesti- 
nian groups until they ended a 
four-year rift with Mr. Arafat last 
week in Algiers. 

Mr. Hawatmeh was quoted as 
raying the Syrians warned himself 
and Dr. Habash, who split from 
Mr. Arafat in 1983, not to return 
to their former headquarters in 
Damascus. 

“No reason was given,” he 
said. “We couldn’t understand 


the move." 

He said that the final communi- 
que of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) in Algiers had 
“stressed good relations with 
Syria” 

Mr. Hawatmeh said die Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) “will try its best to rebuild 
relations with Syria due to the 
strategic importance of such 
cooperation to the Palestinian 
struggle.” 

He called on Damascus to deal 
with the reunited PLO “as a 
fact.” 

Palestinian sources in the Gulf 
earlier said Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad had warned Dr. 
Habash to choose between 
attending the PNG, boycotted by 
other radical factions, and rela- 


tions with Damascus. 

The sources, quoted by AP, 
said they expected a Syrian-back- 
ed. coup within the PFLP, 
apparently aimed at splitting it 
from the PLO again. 

The Gulf News quoted Mr. 
Arafat as expressing surprise at 
Egypt’s closure Monday of PLO 
offices in Cairo in response to a 
PNC resolution restricting PLO 
relations with Cairo because of its 
1979 treaty with Israel. 

“The PNCs final report stres- 
sed dose ties between tine Palesti- 
nian and Egyptian people,” Mr. 
Arafat saidT “Cairo should not 
thank us for this by breaking off 
relations. 

“We were not awning to cut 
relations with Egypt, but since 
they’ve done so, we would tefi 
them they ought also to dose the 
Israeli missions in Cairo and Ale- 
xandria,” he said. 

“Our relations with the Egyp- 
tian people will continue,” Mr. 
Arafat was quoted as saying. 
“This aggressrve attack will be 
rejected by die people of Egypt.” 

(Continued on page 3) 


Walsh files first criminal case 
in secret U.S. arms sales to Iran 


WASHINGTON (Agendes) — 
The special prosecutor probing 
the Iran aims scandal announced 
on Wednesday the first criminal 
charges in the affair, alleging that 
a conservative political fund-rais- 
er conspired to defraud the gov- 
ernment. 

The charges against Carl 
(Spitz) Channefl were the first 
brought by prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh during his four-month-old 
investigation into secret U.S. 
arms sales to Iran and U.S. 
efforts to aid the Nicaraguan con- 
tra rebels. 

Mr. Walsh charged that Mr. 
Channefi, the head of the Nation- 
al Endowment for the Preserva- 
tion of Liberty, and unidentified 
co-conspirators engaged in a pat- 
tern of conduct with foe intent to 
deprive the government of law- 
fully due revenues. 

In a one-count criminal in- 
formation filed Wednesday, Mr. 
Walsh said Mr. Channel! con- 
spired with others to defraud the 
government's tax collecting agen- 
cy Try impeding, impairing, de- 
feating and obstructing the gov- 
ernmental functions of the Inter- 
nal Revenue Service.” 

A criminal information is a 
charge made directly by a pro- 
secutor and filed with a court, as 
opposed to an indictment, which 
is returned by a grand jury. 


The charge, the first filed since 
Mr. Walsh’s position was created 
in December, carries a maximum 
penalty upon conviction of five 
years imprisonment and a 
$250,000 fee. 

Hie information charged that 
tbe Nationai Endowment for the' 
"Preservation of liberty was being ' 
used for unlawful purpose, 
“namely, to solicit contributions 
to purchase military and other 
types of non-humanitarian aid for 
the contras.” 

la another development, con- 
gressional sources said retired 
Major Genera] Richard Secord, a 
key figure in the Iran affair, had 
agreed to testify without immun- 
ity from prosecution. 

They said Gen. Secord would 
testify at congressional hearings 
on the scandal starting next week. 

S said no decision bad been 
on whether he would be the 
first witness. 

In a report to Congress on 
Tuesday Mr. Walsh said his cri- 
minal investigation into the scan- 
dal covered possible violations by 
high government officials. 

He said the scope of the probe 
was unprecedented since the 
Watergate investigations that 
forced President Richard Nixon 
to resign in 1974. 

“The allegations in the inves- 
tigation concern posable viola- 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s break 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) will include 
the expulsion of an inactive 
Palestinian brigade, the last PLO 
fighters in Egypt, sources close to 
the government said Wednesday. 

The break announced on Mon- 
day also is being reflected in 
Cairo’s state-owned press. One 
editor, a confidant of President 
Hosni Mubarak, has called on the 
government to stop helping the 
PLO and let it seek a Middle East 
settlement on its own. 

Egypt created the Ain Jalout 
brigade about 30 years ago, but it 
has been dormant, its members 
boosed in Egyptian military 
camps, since the 1973 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

The brigade’s expulsion was 
part of the Egyptian decision to 
sever ties with the PLO, said the 
sources, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

In making the announcement, 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 


Meguid said all PLO offices in“ 
Egypt were closed but .did not 
mention the ’Ain Jalout Brigade. 

The sources said the govern- 
ment has set no deadline for the 
force to leave Egypt and that 
most or all probably would go to 
Algeria or Iraq. 

Estimates of the present size of 
the brigade, named for a 13th- 
century battle in which Egyptians 
defeated the Mongol Hordes in 
Palestine, ranged between sever- 
al hundred and 3,000. 

President Gamal Abdul Nasser 
established, financed and trained 
the brigade in the late 1950s. It 
later became part of the Palestine 
Liberation Army (PLA), which 
officially was the PLO's military 
wing. 

The ‘Ain Jalout Brigade re- 
mained under Egyptian control 
throughout, a symbol of Egyptian 
support for the Palestinian cause, 
but was not used after the 1973 
war. 

In 1983, the Cairo government 


offered to help die brigade go to 
Lebanon to aid PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat and bis forces, under 
siege by pro-Syrian militias and 
Syrian troops in the northern city 
of Tripoli. 

The brigade refused, the 
sources said. 

Egypt broke with the PLO in 
reprisal for a resolution by the 
Palestine National Council meet- 
ing last week in Algiers that res- 
tricted ties with Egypt so long as 
its treaty with Israel remained in 
force. 

In Washington on Tuesday, 
U.S. State Department spokes- 
man Charles Redman had no 
reaction to Egypt’s closing of 
PLO offices but he added that 
“we’ve long supported Egypt’s 
commitments to practical efforts 
to achieve peace in the region. 

He said that Egyptian reaction 
to the PNC resolution to link 
relations with Egypt to abroga- 
tion of the Camp David accords, 
“is an internal Egyptian matter.” 


Resistance fighters attack Israeli post 


dons of public trust and possible 
misuse of position try high gov- 
ernment officials and thear man- 
ipulation by former government 
officials,” he said in tire report. 

“Large stuns of public money 
are unaccounted for and those 
most knowledgeable resist public 
disclosure,” Mr. Walsh said. 

Channell pleads guilty 
and implicates North 

WASHINGTON (R) — A right- 
wing political fund-raiser on 
Wednesday pleaded guilty to 
charges of conspiring to defraud 
the U.S. government in connec- 
tion with (be Iran arms scandal 
and implicated fired White House 
aide Oliver North in. the scheme. 
Asked by U.S> District Judge 
Stanley Harris who he conspired 
with, Carl “Spitz” Chann el! re- 
plied: “Colonel North and 
Richard Miller (president of a 
public relation firm).” Mr. Miller 
worked in President Reagan’s 
1980 presidential campaign and 
later was appointed to a job in the 
Agency tor International De- 
velopment (AID). Mr. Channell 
pledged to cooperate with the 
contouring investigation. A sen- 
tencing date was postponed pend- 
ing completion of his cooperation 
with the prosecuting team. 


TYRE, Lebanon (R) — 
Lebanese resistance fighters 
attacked an Israeli position on the 
edge of Israel’s “security zone” in 
South Lebanon on Wednesday, 
security sources said. 

They said the Israelis retaliated 
by shelling four villages. There 
was no immediate report of 
casualties. 

U.N. Interi m Force In Leba- 
non (UNIFTL) sources said about 
50 Israeli shells and mortar 
bombs landed in die villages and 
that a nea rby position of 
Napalese UNIFEL troops was 
damaged. 

The security sources said the 
fighters attacked the Israeli hfll 
position at Yater, 18 kilometres 


southeast of Tyre and six 
kilometres north of the Israeli 
border. 

The commandos* two-pronged 
assault with machineguns and 
rocker-propelled grenades lasted 
at least 90 minutes, the sources 
said. 

Israel's “security zone” is a belt 
of rocky hill country about 10 
kilometres deep north of the 
Israeli border patrolled by about 
1,000 Israeli troops and the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army militia. 

The human-wave style of the 
attack was similar to that of pre- 
vious attacks by the Islamic Re- 
sistance, a coalition of mainly 
Shi’ite Muslim, pro-Iranian 


Lebanese radicals. 

The Islamic Resistance 
mounted their last big attack on 
.an Israeli position on April 18. 
Israel said 25 Islamic militants 
were killed and four Israelis hurt, 
white the Islamic resistance said 
30-40 Israelis were killed. 

Islamic Resistance leader 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid told 
Renters in the South Lebanon 
village of Jibsheet on Tuesday: “I 
expect the guerrilla operations to 
continue.” 

“Resistance against Israel will 
be stiffer next time. The more the 
fatal casualties inflicted on our 
people, tiie more the hatred will 
be against Israel,” Sheikh Obeid 
said. 


| Iraqis rocket 
Panamanian 
bulk carrier 

BAHRAIN (AP) — An Iraqi 
warplane hit a Panamanian bulk 
earner chartered by Iran with a 
French-made Exocet missile in 
the northern sector of the Gulf 
Wednesday, Gulf-based marine 
salvage executives reported. 

They said the Saudi Arabian 
tanker Sara Ghawar reported at 
10:50 a.m. that the 45,330-tonne 
Pamit, an oil products carrier, 
was “hit in the engine room by an 
unknown object,” starting a fire. 

The London-based Lloyds 
shipping intelligence unit con- 
firmed the attack. It said (he 
Pamit was operated by a Greek 
firm. 

The Iraqi News Agency re- 
ported an air strike on an uniden- 
tified “large maritime target” off 
the Iranian coast. 

The agency quoted a military 
spokesman in Baghdad as saying 
the fighter-bombers scored an 
accurate hit and returned to base 
safely. 

On the warfront, Iraq said 
Tuesday its forces had killed and 
wounded more than 1,500 Ira- 
nians in two days of fighting in 
the north and denied Iranian re- 
ports of major fighting in the 
area. 

A Baghdad military spokesman 
described the Tehran reports as 
“an idiot and exposed informa- 
tional fuss,” the Iraqi News 
Agency said. 

“lire only fighting which took 
place in the past 48 hours were 
two aborted attempts to approach 
border mountain peaks where tire 
Iranians lost more than 1,500 
men killed and wounded and the 
destruction of 66 vehicles," the 
spokesman said. 


sraeli official claims Waldheim assails Meese for 

'breakthrough' for talks "! out PSS 


Scheduled Lebanese cabinet S. African 
meeting postponed indefinitely nnlirp rair 


BEIRUT (AP) — A cabinet 
meeting to deal with the nation’s 
economic crisis has been post- 
poned indefinitely. Parliament 
Speaker Hussein Husseirii 
announced Wednesday. 

A statement released by Mr. 
Hnssemf s office did not give a 
new date for the meeting, which 
was originally set for Thursday. 

However, it said the postpone- 
ment was “to allow more contacts 
at all levels so that the cabinet 
meeting would be successful.” 

The phrase indicated that dif- 
ferences persisted among Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami’s already 
divided half-Mnsfim, half-Christ- 
ian cabinet on how to deal with 
the pressing economic crisis. 

Mr. Karami’s 10-man cabinet 
held its first meeting in seven 
months last Thursday as a nation- 
wide strike caILd by the 250, 000- 
strong General Confederation of 
labour (GCC) to protest soaring 
prices paralysed Lebanon. 

Mr. Husseisi, who attended 
the cabinet session as a repre- 
sentative of the nation’s legisla- 
tors, said the government tailed 
for the reopening of Beirut air- 
port and the handing over to legal 
authorities of a half dozen militia- 
run ports. 

Beirut airport, Lebanon s only 
civil aviation fatality, has been 
dosed since Feb. 1 after foreign 
insurance companies refused to 
cover aircraft using it. 

Government officials say the 
closure of illegal ports would help 
the authorities re-establish the 


collection of import duties esti- 
mated at $200 million a year. 

Mr. Husseim also said the 
cabinet decided to launch a state- 
subsidised medicine plan and a 
department to look after one 
milli on Lebanese displaced from 
their homes during the civil War. 

The labour confederation re- 
jected the government plan to 
deal with the economic crisis as 
“not convincing.” The govern- 
ment decisions were also scoffed 
at by the nation’s right-wing 
Christian leaders. 

The confederation is to hold a 
general congress May 7 to assess 
government efforts in dealing 
with the economic crisis and work 
out a future action plan. 

The Lebanese economy, once 
the most flourishing in the Middle 
East, fas been hard-hit by 12 
years of violence that have 
claimed more than 125,000 lives. 

The Lebanese pound lost 98* 
pey cent of its value in the past 12 
years. The pound rated 2.5 to the 
U.S dollar before the 1975 out- 
break of the ovfl war. Its most 
recent peak rate is 120 to the 
dollar. 

Inflatio n has reached the un- 
precedented level of 200 per cent 
a year and unemployment,. 
minimal early in 1975, stands at 
20 per cent of the labour force. 

Earlier Wednesday, police said 
a small bomb exploded under a 
car in a residential district of west 
Beirut during the right, damage 
me the auto and three other 


police raid 
union HQ 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 

Aimed police raided the head- 
quarters of South Africa's biggest 
black labour federation on 
Wednesday after trade union 
leaders and anti-apaithdd groups 
called a nationwide protest dur- 
ing next week's whites-only elec- 
tion. 

Scores of police dosed off 
streets around the 12-storey 
Johannesburg offices of the South 
African Congress of Trade Un- 
ions (COSATU) and ordered out 
die occupants, witnesses said. 

Workers leaving the budding 
said they had to file past four 
hooded men, apparently infor- 
mers seeking to identify suspects 
in the gruesome murder of four 
strike-breakers. 

Earlier the 600,000-member 
COSATU called for a peaceful 
protest next Tuesday and 
Wednesday, polling day in the 
white general elections. 

Its rail, supported by the 
United Democratic Front (UDF) 
anti-apartheid organisation, did 
not specify what form the protest 
should take. 

Police acknowledged they were 
preparing for a massive strike by 
blacks. A spokesman in Pretoria 
said they were malting contingen- 
cy {dans after hearing that black 
union loafers were predicting 
more than a million workers 
would stay at home. 


TEL AVIV (Agendes) — An 
aide to Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres claimed Wednes- 
day a breakthrough bad been 
achieved in recent efforts to start 
an Arab-Israeli dialogue on Mid- 
dle East peace. 

■ Nimrod Novick, Mr. Peres’ poli- 
tical adviser, said in an Israel 
Radio interview that the develop- 
ment had encouraged U.S. Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan's hopes for 
progress in efforts to start peace 
negotiations. 

“An international conference 
leading directly to direct bilateral 
negotiations... has been accept- 
able to Ronald Reagan and 
George Shultz for some time, but 
their feeling has been that this not 
possible,” Mr. Novick said. 

“When, days to weeks ago, a 
breakthrough was achieved, die 
historical meaning of tins was not 
lost on them,” he said. 

Mr. Peres, speaking in a televi- 
sion interview Tuesday night, 
said: “The Americans have con- 
ducted negotiations and now... it 
became clear the sides are ready 
to convene an international open- 
ing (conference) which will not be 
empowered to impose solutions.” 

The sides “are ready for the 
talks to be bilateral, within the 
framework of regional commit- 
tees, Mr. Peres said, adding that 
one committee would include 


Jordan, Israel and Palestinian 
representatives. 

Despite Mr. Peres* increasing 
public confidence abont the 
chances for a new peace process, 
neither be nor Mr. Novick has 
offered any solid evidence to jus- 
tify the optimism. 

Mr. Reagan sent Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak feamir a message this 
week urging Israel to pursue all 
avenues towards peace, although 
Mr. Shamir said there was no 
specific mention of an interna- 
tional conference. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering told AP on Tuesday: 
“It’s fair to say there has been 
recently some very significant 
progress made. Obviously, it re- 
mains to be described in full 
detail, but I think it’s important.” 

“The hope is that we can fed a 
process, possibly through an in- 
ternational conference, that can 
obtain the objective” of direct 
talks, * lr. Pickering said. “We’re 
working on that and we think it’s 
growing closer as time gpes cm.” 

Israel Television, quoting 
senior political sources, reported 
Tuesday that Mr. Pickering re- 
cently presented to Mr. Peres and 
Mr. Shamir with a U.S. working 
paper promoting the conference 
idea as an opening move for 
direct talks between the parties. 


VIENNA (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Kurt Waldheim, his voice 
quavering, on Wednesday attack- 
ed U.S. Attorney General Edwin 
Meese for barring him from the 
United States without proving 
allegations he took part in Nazi 
atrocities during World War n. 

In a speech in Eisenstadt, 60 
kilometres sooth of Vienna,- Dr. 
Waldheim departed from pre- 
pared remarks to express bis hurt 
at the decision, and to assail Mr. 
Meese for placing him ou a 
“watch list” of undesirable aliens. 

“What use axe the statements 
of Mr. Meese that it’s just a 
suspicion on the basis of which he 
was put on the so-called watch- 
list?’ ” Dr. Waldheim asked, his 
voice shaking with emotion. 

“We didn’t say he was guflity, 
we just voiced a suspicion,’” he 
said, in an apparent mocking 
imitation of American author- 
flies. 

The U.S. Justice Department 
says evidence shows Dr. Wal- 
dheim aided in the deportation 
and execution of thousands of 
Jews and partisans while a lieute- 
nant in the German army in the 
Balkans. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Meese said 
Dr. Waldheim ‘‘participated in 
persecutions for reasons of race 
or religion under the Nazi 
regime.” 

'“We have gone over his record 


meticulously,” Mr. Meese said in 
Brussels. “We permitted Mr. 
Waldheim and his lawyers to sub- 
mit all kinds of facts or evi- 
dence,” for his defence, “but his 
evidence was not sufficient.” The 
attorney general did not make 
pnbb’c the evidence he said the 
United States had. 

Dr. Waldheim said he had 
been “spiritually wounded” by 
the U.S. decision. 

“All over the world the basic 
principles of justice are valid that 
a person may be called guilty only 
when his guilt has been proved,” 
he said. 

"... In this case this basic prin- 
ciple has been seriously feme 


Meanwhile, as calls grew stron- 
ger for Socialist Chancellor Franz 
Vranitzky to cancel a U.S. trip 
because of the ban, his spokes- 
man Karl Krammer told Renters 
the government was following a 
policy of damage limitation and 
would take no precipitate action. 

Mr. Krammer said a decision 
whether Mr. Vranitzky would go 
ahead with the official U.S. visit 
scheduled for May 21 would be 
taken only after Austria had ex- 
amined the documents and 
grounds on which the U.S. Jus- 
tice Depatment made its deci- 
sion. 

“No, not at all,'’ Mr. Mukoney 
replied. 


Superpowers launch marathon talks in Geneva 


GENEVA (Agencies) — U.S: 
and Soviet arms negotiators be- 1 
gan marathon talks on Wednes- 
day in an -all-out bid to forge a 
common draft treaty scrapping 
their medium-range nuclear mis- 
siles in Europe and determining 
future levels for their shorter- 
range nuclear arsenals. 

The meeting at the Soviet di- 
plomatic mission was the first at 
which the superpower “Euromis- 
sfle” negotiators bad two rival 
draft treaties before them. 

Teams led by Soviet General 
Vladimir Medvedev and Amer- 
ican career diplomat Maynard 
Ghtman mil seek to construct a 
single treaty document from their 
Tecently-piesented varying drafts. 

Moscow introduced a “Euro- 
missile" draft accord and annexes' 
on Monday. These called for eli- 
minating all U.S. and Soviet 
medium-range (1,000-5,000 . 
kilometres) and snorter-range 
(500-1,000 kilometres) nuclear 
missiles in Europe. 

An American draft was intro- 
duced on March 4. It also called 
for scrapping medium-range mis- 


siles in Europe but sought an 
equal number of sborter-range 
weapons to maintain a balanced 
nuclear deterrent. 

The present talks, the eighth 
round of negotiations since the 
superpowers resumed their arms 
control effort in March 1985, 
opened on April 23. 

Western diplomats following 
the talks said this was likely to be 
the make-or-break effort to reach 
an agreement during the Reagan 
administration, which leaves 
office in January 1989. 

After a treaty is signed, it must 
be ratified by the U.S. Senate and 
most Western diplomats felt this 
would have to be done before the 
U.S. presidential election cam- 
paign moves into high gear early 
next year. 

The U.S. State Department 
said Tuesday the Soviet proposal 
to etiminate West German nuc- 
lear missiles as part - of an 
wcapons-reductioB treaty “sug- 
gests a lack of serious intent,” 

The 72 missiles are under joint 
U.S. and West German control. 
Alexei Obukhov, a Soviet nego- 


tiator, said in Geneva the missiles 
“must go” if there is a U.S.- 
Soviet treaty to eliminate shorter - 
range rockets from Europe. 

The state Department, 
through spokesman Charles E. 
Redman, resisted the proposal. 
Redman said the Soviets had not 
raised the Pershing 1A missiles in 
previous rounds of negotiations. 

“For them to raise it now sug- 
gests a lade of serious intent,” the 
U.S. official said. 

Official sources in both delega- 
tions said negotiators in Geneva 
were determined to maintain the 
new. momentum in the talks and 
theft work was almost certain to 
run uninterrupted through the 
summer and perhaps beyond. 
Tbe rounds are normally six to 
eight weeks. 

The diplomats said that 
although the superpowers were 
closer to an arms accord than at 
any time in the past 10 years*' 
differences between the draft 
treaties were substantial and an 
enormous amount of work re- 
mained. 

The negotiators, some 15 on 


each side, have split into three 
groups which will seek common 
ground on ways to verify against 
cheating on a pact, to synchronise 
missile reductions and to work 
out acceptable legal language for 
a treaty. 

The Soviet draft confirmed that 
the superpowers agree on the 
central issue: Scrapping all 270 
Soviet triple-warhead SS-20 and 
112 single-warhead SS-4 missiles 
in Europe in return for elimina- 
tion of> all 316 U.S. angle-war- 
head Pershing-2 and cruise mis- 
siles stationed in West Europe. 

The so-called “Euromissfles," 
or medium-range missiles, can 
travel 1,000 to 5,000 kilometres 
and have been the focus of the 
European nuclear arms debate 
since Moscow started deploying 
the weapons in 1977. 6 

But the Soviet draft also re- 
vealed sharp differences on ways 
to 'verify against cheating on aq 
accord, how to deal with Soviet 
superiority in -iiorcer-range mis- 
siles and whether to count 72 
West German Pershing- lA rock- 
ets as American weapons. 
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2 Hotne _ Middle East news . ' . 


Study says Iran arms scandal ST* 8 
badly damaged U.S. influence ^f 1 


JORDAN TIMES, THKRSDAY-t WPAY APMLjgjiAYLl#? 


LONDON (R) — Serious errors by the Reagan 
administration c ulmmating in the Iran arms scandal 
have severely damaged U.S. influence around the 
world, the International Institute for Strategic Stu- 
dies (DSS) said Thursday. 


In its annual strategic survey of 
world events, the respected Lon- 
don-based institute said that 
Reagan bad suffered a crucial loss 
of influence in the Golf, the 
Middle East and Central America 
while his role in spearheading the 
fight against international terror- 
ism had also been badly 
undercut 

The IISS, a private defence 
research body, said Mr. Reagan's 
performance contrasted with that 
of Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev whose dynamic leadership 
showed signs of shifting Soviet 
policy out of its traditional in- 
ertia. 

In a devastating critique of the 


Israelis involved in Iran 
deal said to be protected 


WASHINGTON (R) — Israeli 
citizens involved in the secret 
.sales of U.S. arms to Iran were 
working for the Israeli govern-* 
meat which should protect them 
from congressional investiga- 
tions, the Israeli ambassador to 
the United States said Tuesday. 

“You could not have a situa- 
tion whereby individuals that act 
for a government would appear 
before a committee of another 
state." Meir Rosenne told an au- 
dience at the Conservative Herit- 
age Foundation, an .independent 
research organisation. 

Mr. Rosenne was responding 
to published reports that Israel 
was seeking immunity for its 
citizens from any criminal pro- 
secution and control over public 
disclosure of its data on the arms 
sales and diversion of profits to 
“contra" rebels in Nicaragua. 

“There are some elements con- 
cerning legal aspects of (the pre- 
sentation of Israeli information) 
that have to be secured," he said 
without elaborating. 

Israel has -sought the right to 
veto the public release, of. any 
information it turns over tQ con- 


gressional committees, the 
Washington Post reported. 

The post said congressional in- 
vestigators had rejected Israel’s 
conditions. Israel also was re- 
ported to have sought assurances 
that none of the material would 
be turned over to Iran special 
prosecutor Lawrence Walsh. 

A presidential commission 
headed by former Senator John 
Tower found in February that 
Israel was deeply involved in the 
.affair. 

Among Israelis named by in- 
vestigators as having played a key 
role , in the arms deal are two 
businessmen, Yaacov Nimrod! 
and Ai Schwimmer, David Kim- 
cfae, then director-general of the 
Israeli foreign ministry, and 
Amiram Nir, an advisor to then 
prime minister, Shimon Peres. 

Mr. Rosenne said he had been 
in touch with Mr. Walsh, but said 
Israel was transmitting all docu- 
ments through the State Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Rosenne added that Israel 
was approaching the affair as a 
go vemmen t-to-governip eat matter. 


Reagan administration, the re- 
port lambasted the president's 
disregard for detail and the disre- 
spect for the law shown by some 
of his officials. 

“It was Reagan's approach and 
style of management that pro- 
vided the soQ in which die dis- 
array could flourish. His failure 
to act has virtually ensured that 
the most powerful nation in the 
Western alliance will face the 
challenges of the coming year 
with its ability to conduct a force- 
ful foreign policy badly com- 
promised," the report said. 

“Its ability to affect events in 
the Middle East, with regard to 
terrorism, the Iran -Iraq war and 


the Arab-Isradi conflict, not to 
mention Central America, will 
not be easily recovered.” 

The report said Mr. Gorbachev 
meanwhile showed an acute grasp 
of the grave problems fating 
Soviet soriety but st£D appeared 
to lad: the wholehearted support 
of his colleagues and subordin- 
ates to cany through the neces- 
sary changes. 

The institute criticised both su- 
perpowers for missing a vital 
chance to move towards a signifi- 
cant breakthrough on aims con- 
trol at last October's Reykjavik 
summit. 

Rather than discussing, as they 
should have done, the basis of an 
agenda for a bill summit in 1987 
which offered prospects for an 
agreement, the superpowers pur- 
sued, “dreams aim visions of a 
world without nudear weapons 
and also, for President Reagan, a 
world with perfect defences." 


“A sense of unreality pervaded 
the negotiations,” the report said, 
adding: 

“Without some progress on 
aims control a further meeting 
between Gorbachev and Reagan 
is unlikely and U.S.-Soviet refla-' 
tions may well move from quiesc- 
ence to quarrelling." 

Turning to regional issues, the. 
report highlighted die difficulties 
faced by Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino, pressed both by 
leftist guerrillas and right-wing 
supporters of the previous Mar- 
cos regime supported by dissident 
elements in the milit ary. 

In the Golf, the institute said 
Iran’s efforts to win its seven-year, 
war with Iraq received a psycho- 
logical boost from the supply of 
U.S. arms. 

But it remained undear how 
long Tehran could so on throwing 
its manpower at Iraqi defences 
and bow long those defences 
would continue to hold. 


Kurdish rebels kill 11 
Turkish troops in ambush 


DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) — 
Kurdish insurgents ambushed 
and killed 11 Turkish troops near 
the Iraqi border in one of the 
most serious incidents in a 13- 
year guerrilla campaign for 
autonomy, military sources said 
Wednesday. 

Troops hunting for rebels after 
a tip-off came under machinegim 
and grenade fire Tuesday nigh t 
on a road near the south eastern 
Ttiridsh town of Semdinli, 13 
kilometres from the Iraqi fron- 
tier. 


The sources said three rebels 
were also kflled while others fled 
under cover of darkness. They 
identified die dead troops as a 
major, a heuteoant, a non-com- 
missioned officer and eight pri- 
vates. 

The attacks was the most se- 
rious against security, forces this 
year and one of the worst since 
autonomy-seeking guerrillas of 
the Kurdish Workers’ Party 
(PKK) began an offensive in 
1974. 


Lawyers accuse Turkey of 
torturing detained students 


ANKARA (R) — Lawyers fin- 
more than SO students arrested in 
anti-government demonstrations 
last week accused police Wednes- 
day of torturing some of them 
and failing to tell families their 
whereabouts. 

Lawyers' spokesman Husnu 
Ondul told a news conference 
that around 250 students were 
held ui protests against aproposal 
to restrict campus organisations, 


and that 65 of them were formally 
arrested. 

The government withdrew the 
proposal from parliament after 
the protests and Prime Minister 
Turgut Ozal later said he had 
doubts about its merits. 

-Mr. Ondul said the families of 
most of the arrested students had 
not heard- from them since them, 
were •detained on April 23. 


system 
in Gulf 

NICOSIA, cypres (AP) — Iran 
has installed the most powerful 
coast-to-sea missile system in the 
Gulf, a Revolutionary Guards 
commander was quoted as 
saying 

The official Islamic Republic 
.News Agency (IRNA) quoted the 
commander, Hussein ATaie, as 
saying also that within the next - 
year Iran would build a radar 
system to cover the whole Gulf 
and the Sea of Oman. 

The report, monitored in Nico- 
sia, followed Iran’s installation 
earlier in the year of Chinese- 
made Silkworm missiles at the 
Strait of Hormuz, gateway to the 
Gulf and a. ratal artery for oil 
exports. 

The ni«fle deployment has 
worried Arab countries in the 
Gulf, including Kuwait, which 
has asked for Soviet and Amer- 
ican help in protecting its oil 
shipping. 

Iran has accused Kuwait of 
backing Iraq in the Gulf war. 
Other countries’ shipping has 
been hit in tit-for-tat attacks 


U.S. to send 
food relief 
to Lebanon 

WASHINGTON (R)— The Un- 
ited States has said it would send 
food worth $5.5 million to the 
needy in war-torn Lebanon. 

State Departme n t spokesman 
Charles Redman told reporters 
the first consignment of food, 
including rice, lentils, instant 
milk and vegetable ofl, would 
arrive in July. 

More would follow over the 
next six months for distribution to 
“approximately 100,000 needy, 
displaced and war-affected fami- 
lies in a0 parts of Lebanon, re- 
gardless of confessional affilia- 
tion,” he said. 

Mr. Redman said children and 
the elderly would be prime 
targets of food to be dis trib ut ed 
by the Save the Children Federa- 
tion^ He said U.S. -officials would - 
not be involved. ’• i 


Envoy sees Iranian expulsion of 
2 Australians as limited action 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran, which 
expelled two Australian diplo- 
mats over an Australian televi- 
sion satire, is keen not to spoil 
normal links between the two 
countries. Australia's ambassa- 
dor to Iran, John Lander, said 
Wednesday. 

“The Iranian authorities did 
not want to target the heart of our 
govemment-to-goverament rela- 
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tical,” *Mr. Lander told Reuters 
by telephone from Tehran. 

"They axe anxious that a good 
bilatera l relationship will con- 
tinue,” he said. “Up until tins 
programme, relations were very 
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significant problems ..s I am not 
CTpwring any further develop- 
ments.” v 

Expelled Senior Trade Com- 
missioner John Gnrran and 
Senior Administrative Officer - 
David Poulter will leave Tehran 
by the end of the week after stays 
of about a year, Mr. Lander said. 

He said banian officials (fid not 
threaten or mention Australia’s 
$200 minion exports to Iran — 
including 10 per cent of the coun- 
try’s wheat exports — and he 


hoped joint projects would con- 
tinue as planned, 

Mr. Lander said Iranian Fore- 
ign Ministry protocol Chief 
Mahmoud KhandaqabadI 
ordered the expulsions on Mon- 
day as a "gesture of protest” due 
to “continued dissatisfaction with 
Australian propaganda.” 

Iran says a satirical sketch trans- 
mitted on Australia’s state-owned. 
Australian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (ABC) defamed Ham 
and Iranian values. 

The sketch included a mode 
interview with Iranian spiritual 
Ayatollah RnhoQah Khomeini, in 


threatened to “blow up the 
world.” ■ 

Mr. Lander said he had ex- 
plained to Iranian Deputy Fore- 
lgn Minister Hussein 
Sbetkholeslam on Friday that the 
Australian government was not 
responsible for the sketch. 

i pointed out ... that it did not 
reflect tire- Australian govern- 
ment’s attitude towards Iran and 
that the Australian government 
considered it regrettable,” Mr. 
Lander said. 


Mr. Lander said the Iraraj* 11 
minister had not made any 

mands and had not faulted at 


time that any expulsions wguim 
made. But he added: “Given the 
precedents, rate could not de- 
scribe this as unexpected:” 

In February, Iran ordered out 
two West German diplomats al- 
ter a television satire depicted 
Kh omeini being showered wtn 
women's underwear. In Novem- 
ber last year, Iran expelled three 
Italian diplomats to protest 
another television show. 

While such actions pleas® 
Iran's revolutionary hardliners. 
Parliamentary Speaker Ali Akbax 
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a news conference that the explo- 
sion of the West Germans may 
have been an over-reaction. 

In December 1982, Australia 
ordered two Iranian diplomats 
out of the country after the expul- 
sion from Tehran of two of its 
diplomats. But, so far, 'Canberra: 
has not fainted at any retaliation 
for the latest Iranian move. 

“I generally feel that tit-for-tat 
moves don’t take things very 
far,” Foreign Minister Bill 
Hayden said. 


Chad rebel leader arrives in Burkina Faso 

OUAGADOUGOU (R) — A vetopmenfs in Chad. leader. 


OUAGADOUGOU (R) — A 
Libyan-backed Chadian rebel 
leader is in the west African state 
of Burkina Faso for talks on the 
Chadian conflict, nffiriak said 
Wednesday. 

Acheikh Ibn Oumar, 
appointed last year head of the 
rebel Transitional Government of 
National Unifry (GUNT), was 
greeted at the airport Tuesday 
night by Burkina Faso’s second- 
in-command, Justice Minister 
Captain Blaise Compaore. ’ 

Mr. Acheikh, whose guerrillas 
are Libya’s last Chadian allies, 
told repor te r s he wished to brief 
Burkina Faso’s leader Cape. Tho- 
mas Sankara on the latest de- 


Capt Sankara is already {Hay- 
ing host to Mr. Acheficb’s prede- 
cessor, former Chadian leader 
Goukouni Oueddei, who arrived 
during the weekend in Ouaga- 
dougou on the latest leg of a tour 
of African capitals. 

It was not immediately dear 
whether the two men would meet 
under the auspices of Burkina 
Faso — one of the few African 
nations enjoying dose links with 
tibya. 

Mr. Goukonni is currently 
negotiating his return to 
N'Djamena after recognising Mr. 
Habre as Chad’s sole legitimate 


leader. 

An Organisation of African 
Unity (OAtJ) meeting on the 
14-year-old Chad-Ubya border 
conflict was due to end Wednes- 
day in the Gabonese capital Lib- 
reville. 

Both countries claim 
sovereignty over a 110,000 square 
kilometres stretch of desert, 
known as the Aodzou Strip, 
administered by Libya since 1973. 

Libya stayed away from the 
inaugurating session Tuesday, 
saying in a note to Gabon the 
meeting was unnecessary. Chad is 
represented by Foreign Minister 
Gouara Lassou. 


3 million Somalis reportedly face starvation 


MOGADISHU (R) — Three 
millio n Somalis face starvation 
because of drought, according to 
Interior Minister Brigadier 

General Ahmad Suleiman 

'Abdullah. 

About 600 Somalis, mostly 
children and elderly people, have 
already died of starvation over 
the last two months, Gen. Abdal- 
lah told • an’ e m ergency meeting 


Tuesday. 

He said that failure of the rains 
which normally fell in March and 
April had also caused die loss of 
thousands of livestock. 

Drought has hit 12 of the coun- 
try’s 18 regions over die last two 
years in some parts of this Horn 
of Africa nation. 

The worst affected areas are in 
the - north east and centre of 


Somalia, while even in die south, 
where the rainfall is usually more 
reliable, people have been dig- 
ging holes in dry river beds hop-, 
mg to extract water, die minister, 
said. 

Reporters, who visited the 
drought-stricken areas in early 
March, were told that , nomads 
had lost 60 per cent of their sheep 
and goats. ' 
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Committee draws on past experience 
in preparing for expatriates’ conference 
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AMMAN (Petra) — AH resolu- 
tions and recommendations pas- 
sed by the ffrst and second ^ Jorda- 
nian Expatriates’ ' Conferences, 
bdd in Amman in 1985 and 1986, 
have been implemented in die 
fields of social security and hous- 
ing, Minister of Labour and So- 
djal Development Khaled A1 Haj 
Hassan said here Wednesday. 

The minister was addressing a 
committee entrusted with prepar- 
ing for the Third Expatriates’ 
Conference, scheduled to be held 
in Amman between July 13 and' 
16. He said that the government 
is now finalising a law on dual 
nationality winch wiD largely be- 
nefit expatriates and will be com- 
pleted before convening the con- 
ference. Hie committee reviewed 
•arrangements for holding the 
forfoooming conference and also 
discussed the resolutions and re- 
commendations issued by the 
previous two conferences, as well 
. as the activities and programmes 
planned for the July conference. 

. The minister said that he has 


already sent circulars to Jorda- 
nian embassies in Arab and fore- 
ign countries pertaining to the 
arrangements for the coming 
meeting. Most of the expatriates 
are concentrated m the Arabian 
Gulf states and these expatriates 
will be represented in the confer- 
ence by delegates of their own 
choice and in relation to the size 
of Jordanian communities found 
in these countries, the minis ter 
pointed ouL 

He said that the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Development 
has been in touch with other 
government departments winch 
were involved in the work of the 
previous conferences to prepare 
working papers on subjects they 
wish to submit to the delegates* 

The Ministry of Labour has 
already requested the Foreign 
Ministry to submit a working 
paper on Jordan’s national policy 
covering all developments which 
af fe cted the country on the Arab 
and international scenes in the 
past year, and the Ministry of 


Occupied Territories affairs will 
submit a working paper featur- 
ing the 1986-1990 five-year de- 
velopment programme for the 
occupied West Bank, Mr. Haj 
Hassan noted. 


He said that the Central' Bank 
of Jordan will present a working 
paper on the Kingdom’s sound 
financial position, areas for in- 
vestment and incentives given to 
investors in agricultural and tour- 
ist fields. The Ministry of Labour 
will submit a working paper tack- 
ling the internal and external 
labour markets. 

The minister told the meeting 
that a comprehensive report on 
the outcome of the first two 
expatriate conferences and the 
working papers submitted to 
them bis been compiled by the 
Ministry of Labour and Social 
Development and win be distri- 
buted to Jordanian embassies 
abroad for the benefit of the 
invited delegates. 


Election registration 
to begin on May 3 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arrange- 
ments have been made for 
istering people to vote for 
upcommgparliame ntary election; 
the process of registration will 
commence in the country on May 
3 and end on May 17, Minister of 
Interior Rajai Dajani announced 
here Wednesday. 

He said in a statement carried 
by the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, that the “ family book” issued 
by die Civil Registration Depart- 
ment and its branches around the 
Kingdom will be the only accept- 
able document to prove identity 
fop the registration of voters. - 

The Ministry of Interior will 
assign two registers, one for 
males and the other for females, 
at each of the 700 registration 
offices around the country to 
avoid congestion, the minister 
said. He said that voters can go to 
these registration centres or send 
someone on their behalf to regis- 
ter for them, accompanied with 
the “family book” proving then- 
identity. 

All Jordanians bora before 
June 6, 2968 can have their names 
registered. for voting in the elec- 
titgw, this,cnn fcedpne in tb? 
registration centre 'assigned at 


parliamentary elections. 

In order to facilitate the pro- 
cess of registration for bedouins 
living in the central and southern 
sectors of the Kingdom or outside 
these zones, they will have their 
names included in special reg- 
istration books, foe minister 
pointed out. 

He said once the registration of 
voters has been completed, the 
registered names will be made 
public for three days to allow for 
any comments or objections or 
complaints. This will be followed 
.by a process of drawing up foe 
fmal.hsts to make them ready for 
the election. 

Provincial governors have 
already embarked on prepara- 
tions for the registration of voters 
in their different areas. The lists 
are being prepared in conformity 
with Cabinet instructions issued 
to the governors last Saturday. 

The term of office of foe pre- 
sent Lower House of Parliament 
ends in January 1988 and the 
present bouse is expected to re- 
convene in ordinary session in 
October after a recess that started 
4nJ?tqJfebnw r; , i; , ;v 
An extension of the mandate of 


their zr respective, rxmstitoeaoes^:. a cafl- 

Mr. Dajani noted. H$ said tba^^for a general- election- depends • 
according to the. election law, ' totally on a Royal Decree in 
people of 19 years of age and accordance with the Jordanian 
above are eligible to vote in constitution. 

Khayyat to open market 
for Ramadan in Nuzha 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz A1 Khayyat Thursday 
will open a Ramadan market 
complex in Independence Street, 
near the Nuzha district of 
Amman. 

The market, which will be open 
throughout the whole month of 
Ramadan, offers shoppers a vari- 
ety of commodities and food sup- 


plies as well as other products at 
competitive prices. 

The market has special wings 
for holding religious sessions and 
for teaching and reading verses of 
the Koran. According to Mr. 
Nayef Abu Rajab, from the Min- 
istry of Awqaf, Muslim nlama$ 
and preachers will give lectures' 
and hold seminars during this 
holy month. 


IPU delegates 
urge action 
on peace for 
Middle East 

MANAGUA (Petra) — Jordan’s 
delegate to foe Inter-Parliamen- 
tary Union (IPU) meeting in 
Managua, Nicaragua, has urged 
world parti amen is to help Jordan 
achieve a lasting and comprehen- 
sive peace in the Middle East 
The establishment of peace in this 
troubled area is the responsibility 
of the international community 
particularly parliaments which 
could actively contribute towards 
the fulfilment of that goal, mem- 
ber ofthe Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Walid Salah said in his 
address to the meeting. 

Jordan, under the leadership of 
His Majesty King Hussein, is a 
country erf peace and the King has 
been making relentless efforts to- 
wards the attainment of a lasting 
settlement for the Arab-Israeh 
conflict, to end the Gulf war and 
to restore stability, security and 
peace in Lebanon, Mr. Salah 
said. 

He noted that Jordan has been 
pursuing this endeavour at all 
levels and in various parts of the 
world. 

“ 6^^j^tfewodd 

especially" ‘pe^IXoving^sations ,. 
are now-crarvmced that « lasting- 
peace in foe Middle East cannot 
be achieved except through an 
international conference with foe 
participation of all concerned 
parties and permanent members 
of the United Nations Security 
Council, Mr. Salah said. 

He said that parliaments of the 
world could create a favourable 
international atmosphere winch 
could exercise pressure on Israel 
to force foe Jewish state to aban- 
don its intransigence and comply 
to foe international will. 

Mr. Salah said that foe world 
community ought to help imple- 
ment Security Council resolutions 
which call for an unconditional 
withdrawal of Israeli forces from 
all Arab territories. 


Prince Hassan receives 
Ramadan good wishes 
from Christian bishops 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ms Royal 
Crown Prince Hassan 


Highness 
received in foe Royal Court 
Wednesday morning bishops of 
the Christian community in the 
Kingdom. The bishops conveyed 
to Prince Hassan good wishes on 
foe occasion of foe start of the 
holy month of Ramadan and ex- 


lth for His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and the Qown Prince. 

The bishops also voiced appre- 
ciation to Prince Hassan for de- 
legating Chief Chamberlain 
Prmce Ra’d Ibn Zaid to attend 
the Easter celebrations held in 
churches in Jordan on April 19. 


Prince Ra’d attended mass at the 
Roman Catholic Church on Jairal 
Luwdbdeh and conveyed Prince 
Hassan’s greetings and good 
wishes to foe Christian commun- 
ity in Jordan. 

Prince Hassan also sent greet- 
ings to the Christian co mmuni ty 
in foe occupied West Bank and 
foe Gaza Strip and said in a 
statement that foe occasion de- 
monstrates the strong ties of am- 
ity and brotherhood among the: 
citizens of the Kingdom on both 
banks of foe Jordan River at-a 
time when the holy places are 
being exposed to further threats 
and arbitrary actions. 


Spain, Jordan hold talks on 
West Bank development 


AMMAN (Petra) — The subject 
of marketing agricultural pro- 
ducts from foe Israeli-held Arab 
territories was discussed here 
Wednesday by Mr. Andres Col- 
lado, director of the Near East 
and North African department at 
the Spanish Foreign Ministry, 
and Dr. Ahm ad Qatanani, under- 
secretary of the Ministry of Occu- 
pied Territories Affairs. 

They studied means through 
which foe European Community 
(EC) can help in marketing the 
products in its member nations 
and Spain’s support for Jordan- 
sponsored economic and social 
development plan for the occu- 
pied Arab territory. 


Mr. Collado, who has been 
here since Tuesday, was leaving 
today for foe occupied West 
Bank. There he will meet with 
foe Spanish consul in Jerusalem 
on projects that will be im- 
plemented in foe occupied terri- 
tory with help from the Spanish 
government. He will tour diffe- 
rent areas of foe West Bank. 
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Canadian education council chief 
discusses cooperation with Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina, presi- 
dent of foe Queen Alia Social 
Welfare Fund (QASWFJ confer- 
red hoe Wednesday with Dr. 
Bad Hall, secretary general of the 
International Cotmdl for Adult. 
Education (ICAE), and briefed 
him on the QASwFs activities, 
services and programmes. 

Dr. Hall explained the activi- 
ties of foe ICAE which are 
carried out in more than V 
countries around foe world. He 
said that the ICAE carries out a 
leading role in the development 
of women's abilities ana will 
undertake such an endeavour in 
Jordan in cooperation with the 
QASWF. The ICAE he said will 
be exchanging experts with the 
QASWF on social activities and 
the nosing of Jordanian women's 
social status and promoting edu- 
cational for Jordanian women. 

Dr. Abdul Wahed Yousef, 
assistant director of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and. Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) in Amman and Mrs. Abla 
Bader from the Ministry of 
Education attended the meeting. 

Dr. Hall explained foe activi- 
ties of the Canada based ICAE at 
a meeting with Minister of 


Education Thouqan A1 Hindawi. 

He said that foe ICAE offers 
good services in the effort for 
providing education to illiterate 
people and for promoting social 
sectors in various countries of the 
world in the hope of promoting 
foe cause of peace. The ICAE 
■provides training for women and 
tries to eradicate, illiteracy as a 
first step to* achieve social justice 
among nations. Dr.. Hall said. 

' Mr. Hindawi discussed with 
Dr. Bud Hall areas for coopera- 
tion between foe Ministry of 
Education in Jordan and foe 
ICAE, in particular carrying out 
literacy programmes and bolding 
lectures, training courses and 
seminars. The minister briefed 
Dr. {fall on the development of 
education in Jordan in schools 
and literacy centres. 

The ministry has been supervis- 
ing programmes for eradicating 
illiteracy in the Kingdom since 
1968 and has been continually 
developing its programmes for 
adult education through evening 
classes, the rnmnergr explained. 
He said that the Ministry of 
Education holds training courses 
for staff involved in providing 
education at literacy and adult 
education centres. Jordan now 


has 713 adult education centres 
.providing training to 12,097 male 
and female illiterate people, foe 
minister said. He added that it is 
estimated that 28 per cent of the 
total population in Jordan is still 
illiterate. 

Dr. Hall later met with Dr. 
Radi A1 Waqfi, secretary general 
of the Ministry of Education, 
with whom he discussed coopera- 
tion between the ministry and 
ICAE in adult education. Senior 
ministry officials attended the 
meetings. 

At the meeting held at the 
UNESCO regional office in Am- 
man Dr. Hall outlined the 
ICAE’s programmes around the 
world and said his visit to Jordan 
was an exploratory one aimed at 
familiarising himself with foe de- 
velopment of adult education and 
the work of literacy centres. 
Attending the meeting were rep- 
resentatives of foe University of 
Jordan, foe Jordan Radio and 
Television Corporation, foe Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, the 
Jordan Company for Television, 
Radio and Cinema Production, 
the United Nations Relief and 
-Works Agency (UNRWA), the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies. 


Hainzeh opens 
health centre 
in Abu Alanda 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Zaid Hamzeh Wednes- 
day opened a health centre in 
Abu Alanda, south of Amman, 
and inspected foe services to be 
offered to foe local community. 
The centre offers primary health 
care and mother and child ser- 
vices to the people of Abu Alan- 
da and its neighbouring regions. 
Nearly 20,000 people in Abu 
Alanda, foe nearby industrial 
zone and those living in the vil- 
lages of A1 Abed and A1 Rujeib 
are to benefit from the new ser- 
vices at the centre. 

In a statement at the inaugural 
ceremony, . foe minister said . foal 
the Health Ministry strives .to 
■Improve -and to generalise health 
services teethe ' largest sector of 
the population. The Health 
Ministry plans to set up eight 
health centres in the Greater Am- 
man area and has already 
announced tenders for building 
some of these centres, the minis- 
ter continued. 

He said that a tender will be 
floated soon for setting up the 
remainder of health centres simi- 
lar in type to that at Abu Alanda. 

The inauguration ceremony 
was attended by foe director of 
health in foe Amman region, 
senior officials and representa- 
tives of foe local community. 

Later, Dr. Hamzeh inspected 
work on a building which will 
house the centre on a permanent 


Survey says medicine law not well enforced 


Salameh B. Ne’matt * 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A government ban 
on selling certain medications 
without prescription has gone un- 
heeded by many pharmacists 
here, according to a survey con- 
ducted by foe Jordan Times. 

A limited survey of 15 random- 
ly-selected pharmacies in the 
Amman area and interviews with 
several doctors and citizens sug- 
gest that the enforcement of the 
few introduced last September has 
been lax. 

A majority of 12 of the 15 
surveyed pharmacies did not 
comply with the law — specifical- 
ly concerning the sale of antibio- 
tics. 

While foe uncontrolled use of 
narcotics could cause .addiction 
and psychologic problems, the 


overuse of antibiotics is said by 
doctors to cause many health 
complications that could other- 
wise be easily avoided. 

This lax enforcement suggested 
by. the survey .could be .attributed 
to three, main factors:, the Jack of 
system of checking by 
of- Health-- inspection 
personnel, foe irresponsible be- 
haviour of non-complying 
pharmacists, and the failure of 
citizens to report violators among 
pharmacists. 

“It Is very easy to get prescrip- 
tion nteforine without a prescrip- 
tion from pharmacies,” one doc- 
tor told foe Jordan Times. He 
accused some pharmacists, as 
well as some physicians of 
“dangerously irresponsible be- 
haviour.” 

Citing financial gains, he 
blamed doctors for freely 
prescriptions for narcotics 
antibiotics “whether they (pa- 
tients) needed them or not.” 

According to this physician 
who asked not to be identified by 


name, antibiotics are being 
bought by people ’’not only with- 
out having prescriptions, bnt 
without even seeing a doctor. It 
has become a sort of habit,” be 
added. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh- 
told foe Jordan Times in a recent 
interview that violators of foe 
ministry law would be subject toa 
prison term or would be referred 
to a disciplinary council for action 
against them. Dr. Hamzeh said 
pharmacists who do not comply 
could have their licences re- 
voked. 

“It’s a racket., the margin of 
profit is unreal,” Dr. Hainzeh 
said, referring to the ha phazar d 
use of antibiotics to make profit 
“This is very unhealthy... not to 
mention immoral,” he said. The 
minister urged citizens to act 
more responsibility and report to' 
health departments on any viola- 
tion by pharmacists. 

Harmful effects of abuse 

Antibiotics are used to treat 
bacteria! infections and not viral 
infections. But, antibiotics are' 
often, randomly dispensed in both 
cases, according to some physi- 
cians. . _ 

They say that the abuse of 
antibiotics could result in foe 
body briMing up immunities, so 
that foe antibiotics would be use- 
less for fighting infections. 

Dr. Staflan Janson, director of 
Rada Barnen, the Swedish Save 
foe Children, told the Jordan - 
Times that in most cases, there 
was no need for antibiotics. 
“Most of us get viral infections 
that have a course of three to four 
days. They are self-hunting and 
don’t need antibiotics,” he said. 

__ Dr. Janson added that “some- 
times, you start with a viral infec- 
tion that opens foe way for a 
bacterial infection. Sometimes 


one gets bacterial infection from 
the start. In these two cases,” be 
explained,' “you need antibio- 
tics." 

Dr. Janson, a paediatrician and, 
specialist in preventive health 
care, believes that most doctors 
know when antibiotics should be 
given and when they shouldn’t 
be. However, “the doctor often 
feels he has to give his patient 
something to please the patient.” 

“What happens is that their 
common com goes two days later 
and the patient thinks the antibio- 
tic did it. He insists the next time 
to get foe same medication,” Dr. 
Janson said. 

“According to him, the more 
antibiotics one cakes, the more 
foe body builds up resistance. 
After a number of years of 
taking too many antibiotics, a 
broad spectrum of antibiotics 
would become ineffectual,'’ Dr. 
Janson explained. 

According -to some physicians, 
in cases when people stop taking 
antibiotics after three to four 
days, thmlring they are cured, 
they leave a more resistant strain 
of bacteria in their bodies. Furth- 
ermore, they say, when one uses 
antibiotics, some bacteria that is 
killed is useful for the body. 

Offering advice to the public. 
Dr. Janson, who is also a consul- 
tant in cardiology, said: “If yon 
develop a fever but you can still 
eat and drink and function, don’t 
take any medication. It wiD most 
likely be over in three to four 
days. But when you get a severe 
pain in foe throat or other symp- 
toms such as aches in the ear, it 
may be bacteria; then, you should 
stay calm at home and have hot 
drinks with honey. Avoid medi- 
cine for as long as possible.” 

• Better enforcement needed 


Stimulants for ^ psychological 


treatments and drugs for heart 
diseases and similar ailments are 
included on the list of medicines 
requiring a prescription according 
to the Health Ministry law. 

The ministry has a team of 
inspectors who are supposed to 
check whether pharmacists are 
complying with the law. The 
ministry, according to Dr. Hain- 
zeh, relies mostly on reports from 
the public on violations by 
pharmacists. According to foe 
ministry, there is very little com- 
plaining done by citizens. 

“They are not doing their job,” 
one doctor said about the minis- 
try’s efforts. “They should agree 
on strict measures and regula- 
tions.” 

The doctor proposed adopting 
new methods of checking on 
pharmacies, such as those applied 
in foe United States under foe 
Food and Drug A dminis tration 
(FDA)' regulations. Under these 
laws, physicians and pharmacists 
keep records of prescriptions, 
mentioning the name of foe doc- 
tor gjving foe prescription, the 
patient’s name and foe date. This 
would allow health inspectors to 
compare medicine stocks in each 
pharmacy with records of pre- 
scriptions. Inspectors would then 
know whether pharmacists were 
selling medicine without prescrip- 
tion; this would of course not 
apply to over-the-counter medi- 
care. 

“A circular to pharmacists an 
prescription medication is simply 
not enough,” the doctor who 
asked not to be identified said. 

Several doctors and citizens in- 
terviewed by the Jordan Times 
said they did not know whether 
the ministry’s measures were 
law “or just recommendation ” 

To date, no pharmacist is 


selling prescription medicine with 
a prescription. 


F s 




Syria ‘bars’ PLO leaders 


(Confirmed from page 1) 

The paper quoted a Foreign 
Ministry official in Cairo as Warn- 
ing Syria for the PNCs anti- 
Egyptian resolution which made 
relations with Cairo dependent 
on it scrapping the treaty with 
Israel. 

Taha A1 Fanis warn, who led an 
Egyptian delegation to the PNC, 
told the paper that Mr. Arafat 
justified foe move by conceding 
that he came under pressure. 

Mr. Famawani was quoted as 
saying that President Assad 
warned Palestinian radicals who 
attended the conference that if 
they did not condemn Egypt or 
threaten to break off relations 
with it they would not be allowed 
to return to Syria. 

Saudis said angry 

Saudi Arabia also was reported 
to be angry because the Palesti- 
nian Communist Party was admit- 
ted to the PLO’s ruling Executive 
Committee for the fort time. 

An Arab source dose to Saudi 
Arabia’s King Fahd, speaking to 
AP on condition of anonymity, 
said: “There are no words to 
describe the extent of the king's 
anger over Arafat’s decision to 
admit the Communists to the 
PNC and give them a seat on the 
PLO’s Executive Committee." 

Saudi Arabia has not yet offi- 
cially commented on decisions, 
taken at the PNC 

Qadhafi ‘angry’ 

In another development, AP 
repotted from Damascus that Li- 
byan leader Muammar Qadhafi, 
angered by Mr. Arafat’s refusal 
to break, aft links with Egypt, had 
ordered afl Palestinian groups 
a f filiated to foe PLO gbairaum to 


“pack up on the double and 
leave" Ubya. 

AP quoted Ahmad Jibril, lead- 
er of foe PFLP-Oenerai Com- 
mand, one of the three Syrian- 
based PLO groups that did not 
attend the PNC meeting as 
saying: “Qadhafi is very, very 
angry.'’ 

Colonel Qadhafi played a key 
role in efforts that led to the 
reunification of the PFLP and 
DFLP with the mainstream PLO 
structure at foe Algiers PNC 
meeting. 

Syrian-based Palestinian lead- 
ers, including Mr. Jlbril, was 
quoted by AP as saying after a 
meeting Tuesday night with Sy- 
rian Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam that Dr. Hafr ash and 
Mr. Hawarineb “will find that 
Syria has shut the door in their 
face.” The PFLP-GC, foe A1 
Saiqa group and the Popular 
Front of Samir Ghoshe 
as Fateh dissidents led by 
Saeed Musa (Abu Musa) stayed- 
away from fife Algiers meeting. 

Before the PNC was convened, 
CoL Qadhafi hosted a reconcilia- 
tion meeting in Libya that pro- 
duced a ‘Tripoli document” that- 
called on the PLO to sever all 
contacts with Egypt for its treaty 
with Israel. 

CoL Qadhafi, who failed to 
torn up at foe Algiers meeting 
due to what was described as 
“security reasons,” was upset be- 
cause “the Tripoli document was 
not taken into account in 
Algiers,” Mr. Jlbril was quoted as 
saying by A.P. Tie’s told repre- 
sentative of the factions that 
attended the Algiers meeting 
they have to leave Libyan terri- 
tory. 71 

But unlike Morocco and 


this, lie was quoted as 
saying by AP.j 


First bone-marrow transplant patient 
recovering, faces more treatments 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Wearing a green 
hospital gown, and a big smile on 
his face. Ah Harb, who under- 
went the first-ever brae-marrow 
transplant in Jordan, sat on his 
bed Wednesday two days after 
the surgery, saying he rat very 
good. 

Hematologist Dr. Abdullatf 
Oweidi A1 Abadi, who headed a 
team of eight doctors during foe 
transplant; said that Mr. Harb “is 
in an excellent condition. He has 
no fever and will be eating a 
normal diet in seven days from 
now.” 

“If no complications arise, he 
will be discharged from the hos- 
pital after three weeks,” said Dr. 
Abadi, who headed a team of 
surgeons during the almost two- 
and-a-half hour transplant. 

Mr. Harb, a 26-year-old in- 
structor at tire Vocational Train- 
ing Corporation (VTC) centre in 
Zarqa, said his faith in God and 
in the capabilities of the doctor 
(Dr. Abadi), who has been treat- 
ing foe young man for the past 
four years, made him decide to 
have the risky operation. The 
success rate of bone-marrow 
transplants world-wide are esti- 
mated to be between 45 and 75 
per cent. 

The surgery, performed at the 
University of Jordan Hospital, 
was the mst-ever recorded bone- 
marrow transplant in Jordan. 

The transplant yas preceded 
by 10-days of preparations and 
tests, during which the patient 
was oven chemical treatment, 
antibiotics, and the necessary 
nourishment through tubes. 


After these tests proved posi- 
tive, doctors decided to go ahead 
with the transplant which in- 
volved taking bone-marrow from 
Mr. Harb’s uiac bone — one of 
the three pelvic bones — and 
feeding it intravenously back into 
him, after it was purified and 
chemically processed. 

Mr. Harb, suffers from ' Hodg 1 
kin’s disease, a neoplastic disease 
that is characterised by 
sive enlargement of lymph nodes, 
spleen and liver through progres- 
sive anemia. His doctors gave 
him no more than six weeks to 
live had be not undergone the 
operation. 

Although Dr. Abadi cautioned 
that it was premature to judge the 
transplants' final success rate, be 
told foe Jordan Times that if Mr. 
Harb’s recuperation continued at 
its present rate, he would be 
discharged from hospital in three- 
weeks. Unlike fire majority of 
similar surgeries, the bright side 
of bone-marrow transplants, are 
that if tire surgery succeeds, it 
guarantees a fife-time cure. Dr. 
Abadi stressed. 

In the meantime, Mr. Harb will 
remain under dose medical su- 
pervision. He is scheduled to 
have his first blood transfusion in 
the coming three days (during 
which he’ll be given between two 
to three units of specially proces- 
sed blood). He will require 
almost seven units of blood be- 
fore he recovers, and his immune 


system functions well enough, 
according to Dr. Abadi. 

According to reports on similar 
operations performed worldwide, 
post-operation care given to 
bone-marrow transplant patients 
is the main and deceive factor for 
foe surgery’s success. 

They cited mouth infections, 
stomach and intestinal ulcers, ex- 
ternal and internal bleeding and 
fire body’s rejection of trans- 
planted bone-marrow as major 
problems which might follow 
such operations. 

Therefore, “utmost care has to 
be given to Ah during the period 
of recovery, which includes givir^* 
him medications and blood trans- 
fusions” to ensure the operation’s 
final success. Dr. Abadi said. 

Dr. Abadi would not disclose 
an estimate of the operation’s 
cost, but said that “it was very 
expensive surgery due to all the 
technical and che m ical treatment 
involved in it.” He did say that 
similar transplants cost from 
$ 60,000 to $100,000 in the U.S, 
and from $30,000 to $45,000 in 
Europe. 

Bone-marrow transplants are 
classified into three types: the 
autotransplant, in the case of 

Mr. Harb, the allogenic trans- 
plant, in which the bone-marrow 
donor is a brother or a sister of 
foe patient, and the fetal liver 
tranqtiant, in which the liver of 
an aborted fetus is taken, chemi- 
cally processed and transplanted. 


Captagon trafficker sentenced to 7 years 

— 'Hie military court has sentenced Mahmoud 
AH Hosni to seven years imprisonment and fined him 
JD 500 for traffic k ing drugs (Captagon palls). The general mOjtaiy 
governor endorsed the sentence. 
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Khomeini in hot water 


THE late Shah of Iran was a strategic ally of the U.S., who 
arrogated to himself the role of gendarme in the Golf. He 
strongly opposed the interference of any external powers, 
including the superpowers, in the security of the Gulf region, 
after the British relinquished responsibility in 1971. In part, 
recognising the emergence of political forces in the region and, 
in part, unable to sense their direction and extant, the U.S. 
apparently decided to keep a low profile. It was then caught off 
guard by the revolutionary outburst of Islamic fundamentalism 
that ousted the Shah in 1979. 

However, in the following power struggle, revolutionaries 
were hunted down by religious fundamentalists who ultimately 
emerged at the reins of government. The ayatollahs and their 
coterie tore apart the socio-economic fabric of Iran, and also 
the regional security scaffoldings erected by the Shah in the 
wake of Britain’s withdrawal from the Golf. 

The Khomeini regime basked In the euphoria of the 
overthrow of the Shah, but was unable to continue his subtle 
diplomacy. Not long after the overthrow, the country was 
plunged into a war with its neighbour, Iraq. It stubbornly 
persists in continuing the six and a half year-old war that has 
already killed hundreds of thousands of innocent men, women 
and children and destroyed property worth billions of dollars. 

Now Khomeini appears to be in a desperate dilemma. On the 
one hand, he is reluctant to unilaterally stop the war fo r fear 
that he would be overthrown If peace returned to Iran through 
a negotiated settlement with Iraq. How could the people of Iran 
forget the infamous and murderous policies that wreaked 
untold human sufferings and deprivations, for no useful 
purpose? On the other hand, he cannot prevent the superpow- 
ers from sneaking into the Gulf to defend international 
shipping a gainst Iranian attacks. 

Caught between the devil and the deep bine sea, Iran may be 
sorely tempted to commit some desperate action designed to 
escalate the conflict. As Nero enjoyed playing his fiddle while 
Rome burned, the grand old ayatollah may yet eqjoy presiding 
over a potential tragedy for Iran, the cutting off of the oil lanes 
In a desperate attempt to bring down the present Iraqi regime 
as a precondition of ending the war. Should Iran attempt such 
reckless action, the superpowers will need shrewd political 
judgement to preempt such Iranian action without .capsing a 
widening of the conflict, and a far. greater catastrophe. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra Y; Unjustified U.S. move 


WE find no justification for Washington's decision to bar Austrian 
President Kurt Waldheim from entering the United States. Washing- 
ton has taken an additional step to that of the world Zionist 
movement which merely levelled harmful accusations against the 
Austrian leader for his activities during the Second World War. 
Washington’s move entails accusations and practical action as well 
against Dr. Waldheim. 

The whole world realises that die Zionist accusations against 
Waldheim are totally baseless, but the Americans insist on displaying 
their blind bias towards Israel and the Zionist movement. It is also 
known to all that it is the United States that is continuing to supply 
anus ro the fascist rulers of the Third World and also opens its doors, 
wide for them if and when they are kicked out of their countries. 
Thus, the U.S. decision against Waldheim reaffirms Washington’s 
total commitment to the Zionist movement's goals and Israel's 
objectives. 

Dr. Waldheim, who served as secretary general of the United 
Nations, enjoys the respect of the whole world; and the Austrian 
people have elected him as president in appreciation of his 
endeavours and his honourable record. Those who support Wal- 
dheim are the peace-loving peoples of tbe world who today witness 
justice and peace being gruesomely violated by foe enemies of people 
and the enemies of real peace. 


AJ Dustour: Joint efforts for one goal 


AT a meeting in Amman between Prime Minister Zaid Rifai and 
Tunisian Foreign Minister A] Hadi A1 Mabrouk discussion turned to 
the situation in the Middle East, and Mr. Rifai emphasised Jordan’s 
dear position that no peace can be made outside foe framework of 
the proposed international conference. This position was echoed by 
the joint Jordanian-Tunisian statement that followed Mr. Mabrouk’s 
visit to Jordan. Both countries expressed their adherence to the idea 
of the international conference which they described as a practical 
tool for establishing a lasting peace in foe Middle East. 

The joint statement said that such a conference would be in line 
with Arab resolutions taken at various summit meetings, specially the 
Fez Arab summit. The idea of holding this conference has been 
gaining momentum all the time, with the only dissenting parties being 
Israel and foe United States. This endorsement of the proposed 
conference was manifest in resolutions adopted by the Islamic 
conference in Kuwait, and the European Community in Brussels. 
The almost overwhelming support for foe conference is to be regarded 
as a victory for Jordan’s diplomacy. But, what is needed now is a 
concerted effort involving all Arab countries for the sake of achieving 
the aspired goal of lasting peace. 


Sawt AI Shaab: Iran committing suicide 


IRAN’S new offensive on Iraq in the northern sector of the 
battlefront lasted only a few hours at the end of which the enemy was 
dealt a crushing blow by the Iraqi forces. Yesterday’s new aggression . 
ended like all other acts of Iranian aggression on Iraq with total 
failure and more heavy losses in men and material. The Iraqis seem 
to have mastered the skill of thwarting all Iranian offensives and to 
nip them in the bud and turn the battlefront into a massive graveyard 
for the invading Iranian troops. 

The whole front is being strengthened for the sake of aborting any 
Iranian attack or invasion of Iraqi territory; and the Iranians seem to 
have only one objective to achieve: committing suicide. For Iraq, it is 
dear that its forces hold the initiative and completely control the 
situation and can. if they so desire, launch an offensive into Iraoian 
territory, but Baghdad has more interest in achieving a lasting peace 
and ending the war. Perhaps this can be achieved once the Iranian 
leaders become convinced that their offensives are bound to bring 
more tragedies and more destruction to themselves and to their 


Unacceptable faces of Britain’s American friends 


hil'l 


THERE is a lot of loose talk 
these days about “anti-American- 
ism” and the harm it is doing to 
the “special relationship" be- 
tween Britain and the United 
States. I should like to contribute 
to the debate from the standpoint 
of a convinced “pro-American” 
who feels deeply critical of almost 
every aspect of current American 
foreign policy and of foe attitude 
of mind in Washington of which 
that policy is an expression. 

I say in Washington, because I 
do not believe that either the 
policies of the Reagan adminis- 
tration, or the attitudes of those 
who shape them, are truly repre- 
sentative of popular thinking in 
the American heartland. And I 
have used all those inverted com- 
mas to suggest that the phrases 
which they enclose are cliches 
which have little to do with the 
realities of life in contemporary 
America. 

My own association with the 
Americans goes back more than 
30 years. As a young man I had 
foe enormously enjoyable experi- 
ence of spending a year exploring 
foe United States with a travell- 
ing fellowship. 

My overriding impression then. 


American idea of an 
Iranian moderate 


By Scheherazade Daneshku 
WHEN the visit to Iran of Robert 
McFarlane, former national 
security adviser to President 
Reagan, came to light in Novem- 
ber 1986, the defence secretary, 
Caspar Weinberger, commented 
that be had no idea why some 
U.S. officials believed that mod- 
erate factions with whom the 
U.S. could deal, existed within 
Iran. Of course. McFarlane’ s fai- 
lure to break foe ice or, to “melt 
the frozen ocean” as Hojatolis- 
lam Hashemi Rafsanjani, the 
speaker of foe Majlis, chose to 
see it, could have either vindi- 
cated or promoted Mr. Weinber- 
gers misgivings, depending on 
how well disposed you are to- 
wards him. Some months ago, 
Rafsanjani confronted this issue 
by asserting that “everyone in 
Iran was and is moderate. It was 
you (the U.S.) which labelled 
some of us fundamentalist hard- 
liners. We always wanted normal 
relations, but it was you who cut 
them.” . ■ 


Rhetoric aside, thereisa se- 
rious issue here and it involves 
what seems to be foe U.S. admi- 
nistration's fondness for idiosyn- 
cratic application of foe English 
language. When Edmund Burke 
in a letter to the Sheriffs of 
Bristol wrote, “I know many 
have been taught to think that 
moderation, in a case like this, is 
a tori of treason,” his words must 
have echoed in the hearts of 
various West Bank mayors, not 
to mention the families of Saeed 
Ha mm a mi and ftyam Saitawi, the 
FLO officials assassinated by the 
Abu Nidal faction for their wfl- 
lingness to go some way towards 
recognising Israel. “Moderate” 
has become a dirty word in foe 
Middle East, with ratal and tragic 
consequences. 


the U.S., yet in. no general sense 
of tbe word can they be consi- 
dered as such. Rafsanjani favours 
stricter adherence to Islamic rules 
.of conduct and dress than do 
some of his opponents, indadinjg 
the president. All Khamenei. 
Although Khamenei has not 
shown support for increased dia- 
logue with tbe West, he has at 
least lifted the ban on the broad- 
casting of foe female voice. And 
Ayatollah Montazeri, Khomeini’s 
heir-designate, while having foe 
strongest links with the World 
Organisation of Islamic Libera- 
tion Movements (which has ties 
with Hizbollah in Lebanon and 
die Mujahideen in Afghanistan), 
has also argued most consistently 
for an end to arbitrary jmwer in 
Iran itself and for the return of 
exiles from abroad. Rafsanjani, 
on the other band, seeks the 
removal of remaining liberals 
from foe political process, espe- 
cially Mehdi Bazargan, foe re- 
public's first prime minister who 
allowed freedom of dres and of 
foe press,- ; : 



Rafsanj ani— a ‘moderate’? 


When Robert McFarlane, tes- 
tifying before the congressional 
committee said that President 
Reagan had authorised the “in- 
direct delivery of small levels of 
arms to Iran for the purpose of 
strengthening elements that were 
most terrorism," be inadver- 
tently highlighted the problem. 
The leaders be doubtless spoke to 
in Tehran constituted, almost by 
definition for the U.S., the mod- 
erates in tbe government — men 
prepared to do business with the 
U.S. over what must be seen now 
as an arms-for-hostages barter. 

If the yardstick against which 
inode ration is measured is to be 
the degree of willingness of those 
with influence to exercise that 
influence in the interests of the 
U.S, then it is small wonder that 
the word loses its sense of objec- 
tive relativity and rakes on in- 
stead partisan connotations. 
Dearly, if the word “moderate” 
is to retain its relative meaning, it 
has to be used in a less overtly 
political sense and has to convey 
instead some of the qualities ordi- 
narily associated with it — tolera- 
tion, balance and the like. If it is 
to be used in a specific context (“he 
is a man of moderate means yet 


In the context of economic 
policy, the “radicals” and “con- 
servatives” again break down dif- 
ferently. It is interesting to note 
that it was due to this debate that 
Rafsanjani was seen as a “radic- 
al” in the Western press before 
his views on superpower politics 
became known. Rafsanjani has 
pressed for foe nationalisation of 
foreign trade, the establishment 
of co-operatives to regulate inter- 
nal trade and the imposition of a 
greater degree of state pla nni ng 
than presently exists. These poli- 
cies have met with opposition 
from the Majlis itself and from 
President Khamenei, who sup- 
ports tbe claims of the merchant 
class and foe private sector for 
less state control of the economy. 


There is, therefore, no group 
of Iranian leaders at present who 
Support moderate policies 
throughout the social, political 
and economic spheres. Yet, to 
single out the willingness to 
negotiate with the U.S. as a sign 
of moderation over, for example, 
greater tolerance in social affairs 
does betray the single-minded- 
ness of the American world view 
rather clearly. It means that being 
a moderate, in the minds of 
many, becomes associated with 


If the yardstick against which moderation is 
measured is to be the degree of willingness of 
those with influence to exercise that influence in 
the interests of the U.S., then it is small wonder- 
that the world loses its sense of objective reality 
and takes on instead partisan connotations. 


that 




excessive appetite”), then 
context has to be stated. 

Hojatolislam Rafsanjani and 
his supporters, who number 
among them Ayatollah Kohmdm’s 
son, Ahmad, are undoubtedly the 
moderates" to whom McFarlane 
has been referring, supporting as 
they do renewed relations with 


selling out to the U.S. with the 
terrible consequences that those 
independently-minded indivi- 
duals working towards co-copera- 
tion. find themselves sharing 
company with the likes of the 
contras, and biting the dust as a 
result — Middle East Interna- 
tional, London. 


By Michael Adams 


confirmed in many subsequent 
visits (two of them in the last four 
months), was of a huge and dispa- 
rate country, in' many parts of 
which Washington seemed almost 
as far distant as London. To the 
inhabitants of Idaho or Nebraska 
or Arkansas, local issues for out- 
weighed those which preoccupied 
foe administration two or three 
thousand miles away in Washing- 
ton and about which local opinion 
was generally both ignorant and 
unconcerned 

Of course there were and are 
exceptions: communities in the 
heartland where foe influence of 
an exceptionally good newspaper 
or a broadminded congressman 
have created a closer awareness 
of foe outside world and its prob- 
lems. But these are rare, perhaps 
rarer today than they were in the 
days of Truman or Eisenhower or 
Kennedy. The decline in the 
quality of American leadership is 
reflected in the crude simplifica- 
tions which characterises the 
average American’s view of the 
world today. 

None of this is surprising; and 
if we feel critical about it we need 
to remind ourselves of our own 
prejudices and our own blind 


spots. All foe same, to recognise 
foe facts may help ns to adopt a 
more realistic attitude towards 
the Americans, and vice versa. 


can feci more confident of his 
intentions, no sensible English- 
man can deny foe importance to 
ns- of foe Atlantic alliance. 


When leader-writers, and even 
the American ambassador in 
London, complain about anti- 
Americanism and its damngmg 
effect on foe special relationship 
what do they mean? That foe 
average Englishman feels hostile 
to foe former in the . mid-West 
(who is probably of Scandinavian 
origin and quite unaware of any 
special relationship with Britain), 
or to the citizens of New York or 
Boston (who are mostly of Italian 
or Irish or Jewish extraction)? 
Surely sot. 


At the same time, we need to 
be sore that the price of .foe 
alliance is not too high — and 
that is where the difficulty arises 
for pro-Americans like myself. If 
loyalty to our American friends 
involves going along with Mr. 
Reagan’s policies in Central 
America, in tbe Middle East and 
towards the whole current politic- 
al and economic emancipation in 
the Third World, then die price 
becomes unacceptably high. 


What they mean is that nowa- 
days many Englishmen feel 
strongly and justifiably critical of 
the policies of the Reagan admi- 
nistration. And if we do not have 
the right to say so, then there is 
very little of value in the rela- 
tionship between our two coun- 
tries, whether we think of it as 
special or not. 

If Mr. Gorbachev proves able 
to set the Soviet Union on a new 
course, there may be a brighter 
future for all of us; but until we 


Nor is it only the policies of foe 
Reagan administration which are 
at issue. Equally unacceptable 
are the methods by which they 
are pursued and the attitude of 
mind .which they reflect, in a 
Washington where Thomas Jef- 
ferson and Abraham Lincoln 
would feel very ill at ease. The 
criminal absurdities of Irangate 
provide an easy target: but It is 
only the most obvious one. Poli- 
cies which involve defiance of the 
International Court of Justice, or 
which depend for their imple- 
mentation on foe use of false 


documents and undercover 
agents from the jungle of the 
international arms trade, do not 
deserve foe support of America’s 
allies. . . 

It is no good saying fo*t this is 
none of our business. If our own 
Government values foe rela- 
tionship with Washington so 
highly that it is prepared to turn a 
blind eye to this kind of skulldug- 
gery— and even to collaborate in 
some of its manif estations, like 
the bombing of Tripoli — it puts 
us in the same category with the 
Americans in foe eyes of foe 
world. The result is not merely to 
make some of us feel uncomfort- 
able; it most plainly damages our 
national reputation and with it 
our capacity to play any useful 
role on foe international stage. 

This is where tbe real danger 
exists to America’s standing with 
its allies. If we wish, as most of us 
do, to maintain our dose associa- 
tion with foe United States, we 
have to accept foe feet that what 
the Americans, do is going to 
reflect upon all of ns. And if we 
feel, as most of us do, that foe 
policies of foe Reagan ad m i n i s -' 
(ration undermine the very prin- 
ciples on which the Atlantic 


allian ce is supposed to be based, 
we have foe right to say so. 

There is nothing disloyal about 
doing so, nor does it constitute 
anti-Americanism or indicate any 
change in our view of the Amer- 
icans as friends of long standing, 
whose qualities of enterprise and 
optimism and generosity we find 
as remarkable and as admirable 
as we have always done. 

Far from being one of hostile 
prejudice, our attitude is one of 
impatience at tbe spectacle of a 
great nation whose energies are 
Being misdirected by unscrupu- 
lous and incompetent leadership. 
If there is resentment, it is not 
directed at foe American people, 
but at those who try to persuade 
us that if we want to enjoy foe 
benefits of America's friendship, 
we must bury our scruples about 
the inadequacies of the Reagan 

ailHiini,! lifting — l. 


Michael Adams, research fellow 
at Exeter University, is contribut- 
ing editor to Middle East Interna- 
tional. His autobiography, the 
Untravelled World, was pub- 
lished recently by Quartet Boots. 
The above article is reprinted 
from the Guardian. 



Sri Lanka talks tough but wants poace 


By jose Katighafc 

Reuter 


COLOMBO — Despite tough 
talk and military strikes the Sri 
Lankan government has not ruled 
out a political settlement of the 
four-year Tamil separatist con- 
flict but more bloodshed seems 
inevitable first. 

“We have not dosed -the door 
for a peaceful political settle- 
ment,” National Security Minis- 
ter Lalifo AthuiathmudaH told 
reporters when asked if the gov- 
ernment was still interested in 
negotiations with tbe rebels after 
126 people died in last Tuesday’s 
car bomb massacre in Colombo. 

Diplomats believe neither side 
is strong enough to impose a 
military solution and only a poli- 
tical solution is feasible. But with 
the peace process dealt a setback 
by the bus station blast they fear 
the immediate outlook is for 
more bloodshed. 

Brushing aside rebel denials of 
responsibility for the bomb blast, 
the government mounted a five- 
day .retaliatory offensive against 
guerrilla strongholds in foe north- 
ern Jaffna peninsula and eastern 
province, and a spokesman said 


more than 400 rebels wire killed 
in the attacks. 

President Junius Jayewardene 
warned he might extend parlia- 
ment's term by referendum 
rather than hold a scheduled 
general election if foe current 
level of separatist violence con- 
tinued over foe next two years. 

Jayewardene's government has 
been attacked by Buddhist monks 
and militant students demanding 
it take tougher action against foe 
rebels or resign. 

“If terrorism is not defeated 
before the next general election, 
which is due in 1989, 1 may bold a 
referendum to extend the term of 
the parliament,” the^. president 
told a rally in the southern city of 
Karandeniya last Sunday. 

Stung by criticism of being 
“soft” on separatists senior minis- 
ters in a series of public speeches 
have vowed to bomb the rebels to 
submission. 

Prime Minister Ranasinghe 
Premadasa in a tough speech in 
parliament vowed: “We will wipe 
out terrorism ... before seeking a 
political solution to the ethnic 
problem.” 

Diplomats and some senior Sri 
Lankan officials said the govern- 


ment’s tough - pronouncements-’ analyse said. * ' ’* 

« . . . « ^ nr_. n i iA'J. «. ■ 


were a ‘‘grandstand gesture” t6' 
placate the majority 'Sinhalese'* 
not an outright rejection of dia- 
logue. 

Government spokesman That 
Ratnakara has described as “a 
setback to the peace process” 
reports that the south Indian 
Tamil Nadu state government 
had allocated $3.2 million to 
“freedom fighters” in Sri Lanka 
for food, clothing and medicine. 

“It is not dear if the money will 
be channelled to the terrorist 
groups but if it is we will protest 
strongly to the Indian govern- 
ment,” he told Reuters. 


Some diplomats said Sri Lank- 
a’s military actions against the 
rebels were calculated not to ex- 
ceed the limit of what India in 
particular Tamil Nadu, was pre- 
pared to tolerate. 


The Sri Lankans are worried 
Tamil Nadu may step up supplies 
of arms and ammunition to the 
rebels' if the military situation 
worsens and there's no way they 
can plug all of the Indian Ocean 
to prevent the supplies from com- 
ing in,” one Western military 


Tamil Nadu state is home to 50 
million Tamils who have close 
religious and cultural links with 
Sri Lankan Tamils, who make up 
13 per cent of the island's 16 
million people. 

■ Last week foe navy said it sank 
a large rebel craft loaded with 
monitions spotted heading for Sri 
Lanka from southern India. 

India has been mediating a 
.peaceful solution to foe conflict 
between tbe majority Sinhalese 
and minority Tamils in which 
more than 5,500 people have 
been killed in the past four years, 
but foe peace negotiations have 
been stalled in the last few - a 
months over the degree of auton- - 
omy to be given to the rebels, 
who are demanding an indepen- 
dent homeland. 

Athulathmudali said India bad 
an important role to play in a 
negotiated settlement and he 
hoped New Delin' would be able 
to persuade the rebels to be less 
intransigent. 

“We have to ensure that Sri 
Lanka stays as one country but 
we have not closed the door for a 
peaceful political settlement,” he 
added. 


Suharto quashes challenge to Islam in Indonesia 

* . . .. .■ n n CnknrtA .^ 1 - — 


By Jeremy Clift 

Reuter 


JAKARTA — President Suharto 
appears to have demolished any 
lingering chance that Islamic 
radicals could become a major 
political force in Indonesia, the 
world’s most-populous Muslim 
nation. 

Suharto’s ruling Golkar Party 
delivered a crushing blow to In- 
donesia’s main Muslim-backed 
party in parliamentary elections 
on Thursday. 

This victory came as a climax to 
a determined campaign by Suhar- 
to, who eradicated Communist 
mfl ywice when he came to power 
after a leftwing coup bid in 1965, 
to prevent Islamic fundamental- 
ism from. taking root in Indone- 
sian politics. 

Suharto's campaign involved 


some astute political juggling as 
well as tougher tactics that pot 
dozens of militant Muslim 
preachers in jail. 

The Golkar Party took 72 per 
cent of foe vote in the elections, 
up from 64 per cent in the last 
polls, in 1982. For foe first time, 
Golkar won in all of Indonesia's 
27 provinces. 

Support for the United De- 
velopment Party (PPP), the Isla- 
mic radicals’ main chan c e for 
. political power, slumped to about 
16 per cent from a 1982 high of 28 
per cent. 


More significantly, Golkar nar- 
rowly defeated foe PPP in its 
traditional stronghold of Aceh, a 
staunchly Muslim province at the 
western tip of Sumatra, which in 
tbe early post-independence years- 
fought a separatist war against 
Jakarta. 

It was the first time Golkar bad 
won in Aceh in four elections 
under Suharto. Provincial gov- 
ernor Ibrahim Hasan said Gol- 
kar’s victory would help the re- 
gion get more development funds 
from the central government. 

With Golkar promoting itself 
as the party of economic develop- 
ment and opportunity, the PPP 
also lost votes in other areas 
where it used to command sup- 
port, in Jakarta and on Indone- 
sia’s main island of Java. 

Some of these votes went to the 
small Indonesian Democratic 
.Party, which championed young 
people and the urban poor aha 
which attracted support with a 
campaign based on memories of 
Indonesia’s charismatic first post- 
independent leader, the late Pres- 
ident Sukarno. 


Suharto. 

Indonesian political analysts 
and western diplomats said 
Suharto's military-backed gov- 
ernment had been out to cripple 
the PPP as a possible vehicle for 
Islamic discontent. 

The PPP was weakened by 
internal splits and government 
legislation passed in 1985 that 
banned the use of religion in 
politics. 


trials. Former Cabinet Minister 
Mohammad Sanusi was sent- 
enced to 20 years in jail last 
September on charges of plan- 
ning to blow up Suharto and start 
an Islamic revolution. 


It was no longer allowed to 
present itself as an Islamic party 

On/I nmr J ' 


The PPP’s election campaign 
was crippled when the conserva- 
tive Council of Islamic Teachers 
known as Nabdatul Ulama with- 
drew its support because of grow- 
ing disenchantment with party 
chairman John Naro. 

Nahdatul Ulama wields far- 


and was forced to drop its power- reaching influence, especially in 
ful symbol of the Holy Kabah the rural interior of Java. 


shrine in Mecca, adopting instea d 
a golden star. 


After Muslim riots in the port 
district of Jakarta in 1984 in 


which at least 30 people died, and 
a series of bomb attacks in foe 
capital, the government passed 
legislation requiring all groups to 
accept the state ideology, known 
as paocasila. 


To several Indonesian politi- 
cians and outride analysts, the 
election marked an important 
step towards increasing secular- 
isation across the giant 
archipelago. 


“Slowly but steadily We 
icceeding in creating a 

sa , 2S!ffJB^:5d 




wir Sadzali. “Politic! has hZ 
nmde more rational and less , 


.emo- 


The official Antara news agen- 
cy quoted an Islamic youth leader 
as saying the PPP’s defeat should 
not be interpreted as a defeat for 
Islam in Indonesia. 

In a country that is 87 per cent 
Muslim, organised Islam repre- 
sents foe only serious challenge to 


Despite this victory over hi. 
nuc radicals, key 
during foe election ca^;I? sed 


Pancasfla is an amalg am of 
nationalism, religion, consensus 
democracy and ideals of social 
justice. The main effect of its 
introduction was to prevent the 
creation of an Islamic state m 
Indonesia, at a time of worldwide 
concern about Muslim -fun-- __ 

damentahsm. tribution of wealth 

Suharto cracked down on opportunities, less erte*L nom,c -m 
alleged Muslim extremists : student politics and th». niro1 of * 
through a series of subversion restrict big business mooop? *° 


mrin to be tackled,d^^“ 
pohtical freedom, 
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Muslims — strangers in their own land 


By Greg Hutchinson 

Renter , 


MANILA — The Philippines’ 
i? feel 
they 


five millio n Muslims say they feel 
they are strangers in a land t 


consider thir own. 

■ Their 15-year-old push for rec- 
ognition awl autonomy has left 
an estimated 50,000 dead so far. 

Now, as Muslim leaders say 
they are pessimistic about the 
prospects of a negotiated settle- 
ment, they have threatened to' 
wage more war against Manila 
from strongholds in, the south. 

Once the dominant people and 
culture of the country’s southern 
islands, the Muslims have been 
swamped by an influx of Ro- 
man Catholic northerner. 

Muslims now constitute less 
than a third of the 15 million 
inhabitants of Mindanao, Pala- 
wan and the Snlu Islands — : lands 
' the Muslim Moro people consider 
theirs and have fought long and 
bitterly to control. 

Neither the Muslims nor the 
government in Manila in the 
north wants a resumption of the 
secessionist war in which tens of 
thousands — civilians, Muslim 
rebels and soldiers — were killed 
in the 1970s at the height of the 
violence. 

But Muslim leadens have said 
the}’ will fight again if their de- 
mands are not satisfied, and Man- 
ila is taking the threat seriously. 

Filipino Muslims regard them- 
selves as proudheirs to the Malay 
world’s rich traditions of Batik 
painting and Islamic statehood. 


But after 400 years of colonial 
domination by the Spanish was 
followed by 50 years of U.S. rule, 
foe Muslims round themselves 
goyerned by northern Filipinos 
without the same level of cultural 
and political sophistication, histo- 
rians say. 

The Muslim peoples of the 
Philippines take considerable 
pride in the fact that they have an 
older history as an identifiable 
community than any other Filipi- 
no peoples,” wrote historian Pe- 
ter Gordon Go wing in Muslim 
Filipinos. 

Attempts at integration of the 
proud Muslim minority with the 
northerners by successive colo- 
nial and post-independence Man- 
ila governments failed as the two 
groups — originally of common 
Malay stock — grew to know 
each other less. 

The deposed government of 
Ferdinand Marcos, whose troops 
fought the Muslims in the bitter 
battles of the last decade, also 
struggled with the problem. 

In 1976 in Tripoli, Libya, he 
signed over partial autonomy in 
10 provinces where the Muslims, 
or Monos as they now prefer to be 
called, were mostly in the 
majority. 

Peace, however, proved elu- 
sive as the rebel Moro National 
Liberation Front, the biggest of 
several private Muslim armies, 
charged Marcos with treachery. It 
accused Marcos of backing away 
from the Tripoli agreement ana 
of conniving to split the Muslim 
guerrilla movement. 



Muslim fighters in southern Philippines. Seated 
second from left is Gfrian-Naem Pel sinking, leader 


of the Moro Mamie Liberation Front, one of 
several rebel groups 


With Corazon Aquino replac- 
ing Marcos as president in Febru- 
ary, 1986, the Muslims called oft 
their sputtering guerrilla war. 

In September, a cessation of 
hostilities agreement was struck 
with the Manila government after 
Aquino broke protocol and flew 
to the south for one-on-one talks 
with the front’s leader, Nur Mis- 
uari. 

Misuari, 47, a former political- 
science lecturer, was credited 
with holding back up to 30,000 
heavily armed guerrillas at his 
command when talks with Manila 
government on a new autonomy 
deal faltered earlier this year. 


The front accused the govern- 
ment of backsliding on a January 
1987 agreement it said promised 
autonomy to 23 southern pro- 
vinces — a third of the country. 

The government rejected the 
rebels’ interpretation and 
offered, instead, eventual fuller 
autonomy in the 10 provinces 
Marcos made nominally autono- 
mous.In return, it insisted the 
Muslims agree to put the issue to 
a local vote. 

The front rejected the idea of a 
plebiscite, which the government 
said -was constitutionally unavoid- 
able. 

The Muslims called the vote 


concept “artificial'' and pleaded 
historic rale in the 10 provinces, 
which cover western and central 
Mindanao — the Philippines* 
second largest island after Luzon 
— and strings of adjacent smaller 
islands. 

“Votes are often tampered 
with in the present system,” Mis- 
uari has said. “A simple yes’ or 
‘no’ vote has often prevented 
leadership from really listening to 
what people are thinking. 

Instead, Misuari advocated 
“consulting” directly with the 
people. After Aquino’s talks with 
Misuari, the rebel leader, fitted 
out in battle fatigues, toured Min- 


danao to sound out supporters. 

“In direct consultations like we 
are holding, everyone, even, the 
illiterate, can have their say,” 
Misuari has said. 

The government’s chief nego- 
tiator with the front, Emmanuel 
Pelaez, said: “At the end of the 
process there must be a pleb& 
cite. How else does democracy 
work?” 

The cultural clash between 
north and south remains. Misuari 
has said Manila’s insistence on a 
“Western-style” plebiscite shows 
an arrogant disregard for the 
Malay political traditions of the 
south that the northerners dis- 
carded in their eagerness to 
embrace the political practices of 
the Americans. 

The country’s constitution, 
ratified at polls in February, 
limits autonomy for the south to 
“Muslim Mindanao” — a concept 
lawyers say excludes probably 
two-thirds of the 23 provinces 
that the government in January 
hinted might become auton- 
omous. 

“We think the government is 
stalling — waiting for the May 11 
congressional elections when they 
can say: “Our hands are tied. The 
congress must decide on your 
demands,” the front's chief peace 
negotiator, Habib Hashim, told 
Reuters. 

The demands are likely to fall 
on deaf ears in a congress repre- 
senting the Philippines’ overwhel- 
mingly Catholic population of 58 
million, analysts say. 



Careful footwork carries hikers' over- Maine’s 
Rainb ow Stream, about. 50 kffomefres front, the 
northern end of the Appalachian Tran, the world's 
longest continuously marked footpath. Campers 
finger at a shelter, one of a series of refttges usually 


spaced a day’s hike apart — about 15 kilometres — 
.along, . the 3^36(Hukunetre Jpngthj pf, the trail. 
Fencing on some souther shelters provide residents 
from visits by carious bears, thongb reports of 
iqjuxy are rare (national geographic photo) 


Self-discovery and serenity lure 
millions of trekkers to Appalachian Trail 

National Geographic 


WASHINGTON — Some of the 
three million to four million peo- 
ple who annually tread the well- 
marked path just drop in for a 
while: a few hours to reach a 
broad-view promontory, a 
weekend of camping, a two-week 
vacation in the woods. 

But others stay longer. There 
are those known as ‘ 5 2,Q00-mil- 
ers,” who walk the entire 2,100 
miles over a period of several 
years. And then there are the 
hundred or so called “thru-bik- 
ers,” the ones who spend one 
12-month period travelling the 
entire length of the track they call 
simply the A.T. — the Appa- 
lachian Trail. 

Avenue of solitude 

Stretching from Springer 
Mountain in Georgia to Mount 
Kaiahdin in Maine, crossing hills 
and mountains, rivers and val- 
leys, wilderness and rural coun- 
tryside, the Appalachian Trail is 
an avenue of solitude through the 
populous eastern United States. 
Some portion of it is within a 
day's drive of half the nation’s 
population. Yet, those who hike 
it find it a chance to get away 
from civilisation and learn some- 
thing about themselves. 

“Most are people at some tran- 
sitional point in their lives — 
divorce, job change, or just self- 
discovery,” says Elmer Hall, a 
former Duke University chaplain 
who now fives within sight of the 
trail in North Carolina and offers 
shelter to long-distance hikers. 

“It’s a pilgrimage not unlike 
those made in the Middle Ages. 
Thru-hikers emphasise self-re- 
liance and simplicity — basic 
pioneer virtues rarely practised in 
this country any more,” Hall told 
Noel Grove, who writes about 
the Appalachian Trail in the 
February National Geographic. 

As (hove hiked the trail, he 
found himself slowing down, 
learning to ignore deadlines and 
the normal habits of life as he 
began to appreciate the minute- 
to-minute enjoyment of the trail. 

. “High vantage points on the 
trail frequently thaw crowds," he 
writes. “Everyone, it seems, 
wants to take m the world at a 
visual gulp. The trail is a wine 
better sipped. Godlike views are 


far apart, and interest can wane if 
distance is the only goal.” 

A tittle more than a decade 
ago, it seemed as if the wine 
would spoil. Nearly half the trail 
crossed private land, and de- 
velopment plans threatened to 
sever it into separate chunks. 
Tract housing and new roads 
caused the route to change fre- 
quently. 

Government buys corridor 

Bnt the federal government 
took action. In 1978, President 
Carter signed a bill authorising 
$90 million to boy a corridor 
averaging 1,000 feet in width, 
leaving fewer than 225 miles to be 
drawn under the protection of 
public land. 

The National Park Service to- 
day holds title to much of the trail 
property. But, in an unpre- 
cedented move in 1984, the Park 
Service’s parent, the Department 
of the Interior, signed over re- 
sponsibility for managing part of 
the public land to a private orga- 
nisation: the Appalachian Trail 
Conference. 

Based in Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia, the conference, serves 
as an umbrella group for 31 dubs 
whose members volunteer to 
swing {ricks, move dirt and boul- 
ders, and dear away blown-down 
trees — all to maintain a pleasant 
pathway for hikers. 

All this is far from the original 
dream of Benton MacKaye, an 
anthor, forester, philosopher, 
and New Deal activist who first 
proposed a long eastern trail in a 
1921 architectural journal. 
MacKaye envisioned a path con- 
necting a series of community 
camps for city dwellers to use for 
the study and appreciation of 
nature. 

The route was not even con- 
nected until 1937, and the camps 
never materialised. Today a 
string of three-sided shelters 
offers marathon backpackers a 
dry haven in storms, and distinc- 
tive white blazes painted on rocks 
and trees tell inkers that they arc 
on the world's longest con- 
tinuously marked footpath. 

The highest point on the trail is 
Omgmans Dome in the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park, 
6,643 feet high. The trail runs for 
70 miles through the park and 
stays above 5,000 feet for nearly 


half that distance. The Pennsylva- 
nia portion is rocky, made np of 
book-sized shards one hiker cal- 
led “the devil's golf course.” In 
Maine, hikers have to wade 
through rivers and, to cross Bax- 
ter Stream, use two cables, one 
for hands, one for feet. 

Careful hikers safe 

Despite the trail's difficulties, 
hikers who exercise Caution are 
safe. Perhaps two detz^n deaths 
can be tied to the trail since the 
first mile was cut in New York’s 
Palisades Interstate Park in 1922. 
Most deaths were accidental: hik- 
ers who fell from rocky heights, 
succumbed to hypothermia, were 
struck by cars, hit by lightning, or 
drowned. 


Argentines send message of 
rejection to military 


By William H. Heath 

The 'Associated Press 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina — 
Hundreds of thousands of Argen- 
tine civilians, from chilly Patago- 
nia to the subtropical north, sent 
a loud, dear message to the 
nation's military establishment. 

Singing, chanting, waving flags 
and banners and beating drums, 
they said they enjoy their newly- 
restored democracy and are tired 
of constitutional disrespect by 
military men who have ousted 
elected governments and seized 
power six times in the past 57 
years. 

At Easter Sunday mass rallies 
across the country, dvilians de- 
nounced a mutiny by a small band 
of disgruntled army officers who 
took over 'rin infantry school at a 
base near. the capital. 

The anti-military theme pre- 
dominated. They chanted their 
favourite slogans, which rhyme in 
declaring: “Don’t you 
, don’t you dare, and if you 
go, well bum down your bar- 
racks.” “Hey soldiers, hey sol- 
diers ^put down your mutineers,” 
and “Hey stupid, hey stupid, take 
your coup and shove it.” 

At the largest rally, in Buenos 
Aires, nearly half a million peo- 
ple crowded the historic Plaza de 
Mayo facing government house, 
where President Raul Alfonsm, 
his cabinet and loyal officers 
sought to resolve die crisis. 

They cheered when Alfonsm 
stepped to a balcony to announce 
he would go to the base to try to 
personally win a rebel surrender. 
They roared approval, embraced 
each other and sang the national 
anthem, many with tears in their 
eyes, when he returned to 
announce success. 

The scene was repeated across 
the nation. And in the far-north- 
ern province of Salta, on the 
border with Bolivia, governor 


Roberto Romero drew cheers 
when he proposed the province 
secede from the federal system if 
the mutiny led to a rupture of 
constitutional rule. 

“A superficial view could indi- 
cate that Argentina has simply 
experienced one more of the 
many militaiy crises it has gone 
through, with varying success, 
over the last half century,” 
observed the conservative, inde- 
pendent Buenos Aires daily La 
Nadon on Monday. 

“But a deeper look will pro- 
duce another conclusion: Yester- 
day, the entire country showed 
itself and the world that it has no 
desire to abandon the path of 
law, democracy and peace,” the 
‘paper said. 

No one demonstrated this bet- 
ter than the multitude gathered in 
fee Plaza de Mayo and in smaller 
squares throughout fee country 
of 31 million inhabitants. 

The ralliers, in a festive mood 
were mainly middle-class and 
working-class Argentines, includ- 
ing many families wife small chil- 
dren in tow, as well as casually- 
dressed secondary and umveirity 
students and a scattering of elder- 
ly couples in their Sunday best. 

They arrived singly, in small 
groups and in long columns 
accompanied by bass dram beats 
and disciplined by party or union 
organisers armed with bullhorns. 

Many, like Joan Lncruk, 48, 
pressed transistor radios to their 
ears to keep up wife events at fee 
army base. Almost all said they 
had come “to defend demo- 
cracy.” 

"This is the first time in my life 
feat we have had a democratic 
system like the one we enjoy 
today,” Luduk said. “We must 
defend it and convince these i 
to surrender without 


al groups such as Alfonsin’s radic- 
al Civic Union, the Peronists and 
the Movement Toward Socialism 


took up positions side by aide. 

‘We’re radicals,” said Mrs. 
Josefina Crespo, a party precinct 
leader from suburban Belgrano; 

“Yes, but today we’re all 
Argentines first,” quickly added 
her son, Omar, an lfr-year-old 
who used part of a garden hose to 
beat out a rhythm on a battered 
bass drum, the traditional inspir- 
ational instrument at Argentine 
rallies. 

Despite a predominance of 
radical groups, it was dear that 
Alfonsm and his government 
were not popular with all those 
present. 

“The government is to blame 
for all this in the first place,” 
observed a bearded youth car- 
rying a crimson flag of die leftist 
Movement Toward Socialism. 
“This situation won't be straight- 
ened out until the workers are in 
power.” 

“Just look at this,” said Luis 
Cortes, 31, waving at the sea of 
multi-coloured party banners and 
blue and white national flags. 

“This unison would have been 
unimaginable not many months 
ago,” he said. “It indicates that 
we Argentines are losing our fear 
of fee militaiy along with fee old 
idea that it’s best not to get 
involved.” 

The massive demonstration of 
public support was described by 
Interior Minister Antonio Troc- 
coti as the “central and 
deran 
crisis. 


derant factor” of the 


prepon- 
four-day 


There were remarkably few in- 
cidents as traditional political riv- 


Perhaps even greater recogni- 
tion came from Lt. Col. Aldo 
Rico, the leader of the 150 muti- 
nous officers, who told a brief 
news conference after surrender 
that' ins men had turned off their 
radio and television sets to avoid 
bring influenced by the mass pub- 
lic rejection of their rebellion. 


Randa H e fet* i 

Scholarships for the rich? 

THE increasing number of rich and well-to-do people trying to 
secure scholarships for their children continues to amaze me. In 
recent days 1 came across many oT them approaching officials to 
enlist support for their drive to ensure a scholarship for their son 
or daughter after tawjihi. 

These parents appear to be overlooking the fact that government 
scholarships were created with the less-fortunate but bright 
students in mind. At the same time, instances of these scholarships 
going to sons and daughters of people with “proper connections*’ 
are more than cases where deserving students are given the chance 
to benefit from the proffered help. 

This situation leads to the fact that a smaller number of “poor 
students** are being able to eqjoy scholarships and in these cases, 
this means most of the time, a whole change in their course of life, 
and no higher studies at all. 

I propose that before any scholarship is granted a thorough 
check on the social situation of each applicant should be conducted. 
No one who is well-heeled and wealthy, who ever he is, should be 
granted a scholarship. 

Rich people have, after all, their choices, to study abroad or to 
pay for their own education in Jordan. 

What alternative do the poor students have? Let us not take away 
the meaning »iui fee human aspect of fee whole matter. After all 
we as tax payers are also concerned about the scholarships as often 
they are covered by our own taxes. And we certainly don’t want 
our money to cover the educational expenses of any rich child. 


Thai army chief in 
test for survival 


By Joseph de Rienzo 

Reuter 

BANGKOK — Thais say army 
commander General Chavalit 
Yongchaiyuth has climbed on a 
tiger by calling for a peaceful 
revolution — he will have trouble 
either riding it or getting off 
without being devoured. 

Rallies in Bangkok in the past 
week by soldiers protesting at 
political attacks on Chavalit from 
both right and left have highlight- 
ed his precarious position. 

The tall, enigmatic general 
nicknamed “Big Tiny” has be- 
come Thailand's most controver- 
sial figure because of his calls for 
radical political and economic re- 
forms. 

He says he wants to revamp 
parliament, focus on agro-indust- 
rial development and usher in 
aggressive government. 

He also wants to retain the 
monarchy and ensure that the 
army, traditionally a major force 
in politics, keeps a key role in 
public life to benefit the peasant 
masses. 

The alternative, he says, is 
instability and renewed Com- 
munist rebellion. 

Chavalit has not explained his 
ideas clearly. But a speech in 
February in which he said politi- 
cians were corrupt and not serv- 
ing ' the public 'properly ' raised 
eyebrows in a country whose 
armed forces have staged or 
attempted 15 coups in the last 55 
years. 

Opposition politicians also fear 
feat Chavalit and Prime Minister 
Pram Tinsulanonda, to whom he 
is dose, plan to reduce the power 
of parliament. 

They point to an upgrading of 
fee importance of the military's 
National Counter-Insurgency 
Command (ISOC) announced by 
Prem and Chavalit in February. 
The ISOC is to become a coordi- 
nating council for government 
agendes. 

Chavalit will not say it, but it is 
assumed he aspires to Thailand's 
political leadership. 

Political sdentists say that as 
Chavalit has been so outspoken, 
he must quickly explain his re- 
volutionary ideas and win broad 
support for them if he is to 
survive as a political force. 

Some military officers are 
suspicious of dealings he had with 
former Communists while resear- 
ching counter-insurgency theory 
and tactics in the 1970s and 1980s. 


Former Prime Minister Kukri t 
Pramoj, doyen of the conserva- 
tive elite, last week attacked Cha- 
valit with one of the deadliest 
weapons in Thailand's political 
arsenal by suggesting he held 
Communist views. 

Noisy veterans of the fight 
against Communist insurgents be- 
sieged Kukrit's house on Sunday 
in an unusual show of rank-and- 
file political militancy, deman- 
ding he apologise for his remarks. 

Some complained that Kukrit’s 
dogs ate better food than they did 
while fighting Communist Viet- 
namese troops along fee border 
between Thailand and Kam- 
puchea. 

Hundreds of officers rallied at 
Chavalit's house on Tuesday to 
demonstrate their support for 
him after politicians as well as 
former Communists such as ex- 
student leader Thirayuth Boon- 
mee accused him of militaristic 
and dictatorial leanings. 

Chavalit has responded vigor- 
ously to his critics, including Kuk- 
rit, who writes a widely read 
newspaper column. 

“I have fought Communism 
and led soldiers, police, dvilians 
and volunteers into battle with 
blood, flesh and lives — not with 
my mouth or a pen,” he said. 

Of his ex-Communist detrac- 
tors, be said “I want to remind 
(them) of the situation they were 
once in. The people they antago- 
nise and curse daily — what was it 
these people did for them in the 
past?” 

Chavalit and Prem were the 
authors of a 1980 amnesty winch 
let thousands of defectors from 
the insurgent Communist Party of 
Thailand return to society. 

The insurgency has now almost 
been crashed, but Chavalit ack- 
nowledges he and Prem face 
opposition to their heaxts-and- 
minds policy from hardliners in 
fee army and Thailand's political 
elite. 

Political scientists studying 
Chavalit's concepts and activities 
say be appears to envision the 
most significant changes in Thai- 
land since fee replacement of 
absolute monarchy by Western- 
model parliamentary democracy 
in 1932. 

“For the first time we have a 
commander in chief with ideolo- 
gy, commitments plans and pro- 
jects,” said one scholar who said 
Chavalit was now working hard 
to attract support. 



INDIAN 

RESTAURANT 

Chicken Tekka 
Inn 


Welcomes you to its unique 
Indian food 


Jabal 

de, 


Amman, 3rd Clr- 
Ke City Bank, 
el. 642437 


<OkFU 

K TAViftM/K 

The First and Only Greek 
Restaurant In Jordan E 
TONIGHT g 

AND EVERY NIGHT 

g ..ZORBA THE GREEK. 

LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN. 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP FRENCH LOAF 
TEL 64\585 Hf, C Qvi R cn*nu 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TalwwnflsandhUt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.w. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel : 6 38968 


It 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

iRestaurant remains open during) 
pie day for lake home orderel 
and welcomes clients from sbq 
|p.rn. until one a.m. 


Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


IIAIfOTEL SB ||-^-=«|l|IS 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL 
Shmeisani - Amman 


Luxuriously furnishedstudio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL * APARTOTEL * 
RESTAURANT 


fC 


EVERY 

DAY 


VE0VLE WHO NEED 


MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES 


CALL US! 

ffl 


Electrolux 


P.OtBox 925220 AMMAN 

Tel. 604671 




CROWN 

_ INTERNATIONAL 
§ ESTABLISHMENT 
H packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 

H international moving, 
f| storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbecue for 
Fundi and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight y 


7 SHAKHSHIR N 
Rent A Car 

.25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 

MidfUaEastHotel 
\ T*A it 66S9SB / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 pjn. 
& 6:30 p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


ARAMEX 
AIR CARGO 



YES... 


FOR ALL YOUR SHIPMENTS 
BY AIR TOflrROM JORDAN. 
WE CAN HELP YOU IF V3U 
owe us a call 

ARAMEX 
AIR CARGO 

Officer Dunour l _ 

Tet 




_ l 
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Austria struggles to down 
a scrappy Albanian team 


Romania wins, Turkey 
England draw 


and 


: TIRANA (R) — Austria struggled to a scrappy 1-0 
inn over Albania in the European Soccer Cham- 
pionship Group One match here Wednesday, resist- 
ing heavy pressure after scoring just seven min nies beat Spain 3-1. Tbe scorers for 
into the game. Romania were Pitunca in the 37th 


Belgian star threatens to 
leave English club 


Also in Group One, Romania 


It was Albania's fourth defeat 
in as many games in the section 
and its misery was compounded 
by the fact that it had a player 
sent off in the second half. 

The Austrians, with only a slim 
chance of qualifying after defeats 
by Romania and group leader 
Spain, went ahead when Toni 
Polster curled a free kick low. 
around the Albanian wall, well to 
the right of veteran keeper Perlat 
Musta. 

It was one of the few chances 
for the visiting side. 

Hie Albanians, encouraged by 
a 14,000 how crowd, showed the 
skills and commitment they have 
often displayed in home games, 
with tireless running and deft, if 
unplanned, movements. 

Suleimann Demollari and 
Hysem Zmijani, who blasted 


over the bar after a typical com- 
plex buildup, went dose before 
halftim e. 

The second half was dominated 
by Albania. In the 57th minute, 
the players appealed loudly but in 
vain for a penalty after the ball 
cannoned off a defender’s fore- 
arm, and were turned down again 
in the dosing stages when Sokol 
Kushta was brought down on the 
edge of the box. 

Kushta, who had not come on 
until the 70th minute as a substi- 
tute, was ordered off the field 
immediately afterwards following 
an incident involving Austrian 
keeper Klaus linden berger. 


Zmijani (2nd minute) and Au- 
stria's Rudi Weinhofer (42nd) 
and Juergen Werner (76th) had 
already been booked. 


Group One Standings 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts 

Romania 

4 

3 

0 

1 

12 

3 

6 

Spain 

4 

3 

0 

1 

7 

6 

6 

Austria 

4 

2 

0 

2 

6 

7 

4 

Albania 

4 

0 

0 

4 

2 

11 

0 


FOR RENT 


4 


Furnished roof top flat' for rent in Swelfleli 
2 furnished apartments in Ha Al Ali. 


i) 


2) 


Consisting of one spacious bedroom, office, enclosed 
veranda, salon, dining room, spacious kitchen, two large 
bathrooms. Swimming pool, with central heating, telephone 
and lift The roof-top flat is located in a most beautiful location 
in Sweifieh. 

2 bedrooms and 3 bedrooms apartments, central heating, 
telephone, and lift. 

’ Located in a most beautiful location in TIa Al Ali. 


Please call: 813280 




The British Council ???•••* 


I 00...04 

yjucjio-u.-n *55 • >' 




BRITISH HIGHER EDUCATIOH EXHIBITION 
AT THE BR[T15H CDUNCIL 


2 at Wednesday 29 aprS and thursday 30april 
-• 3,00 _ 7,OOp.m 

•I ten academics to answer all your 
Jj questions on studying at british 
•’ universities and polytechnics 



Fast ^ Efficient # Reliable 
Professional Cleaning for 



* Carpet Shampooing 
!* Floor Treatment 

* Window Cleaning 

* Toilet and Bathroom 

* Spots and Stains 


Carried Out By Qualified A 
Experienced Staff Who Care 


HAVING TRIED US VOU'LL RECOMMEND US. 



Electrolux 


ELECTROLUX JORDAN TRADING Co.Ltd 
P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 




minute. Mateut in the 45th mi- 
nute, and Ungureanu in the 48th 
minute. Caldere had the lone 
goal for Spain. In Group Four, 
Turkey and England played to 
scoreless draw. 


LONDON ( AP) — Belgian inter- 
national soccer star Nico Claesen 
is threatening to quit his English 
team, Tottenham Hotspur, only 
six months after his expensive 
transfer because, he says, be can 
no longer put up with playing out 
of position. . 

Claesen, who was playing in his 
favourite striking role for Bel- 
gium against the Republic of Ire- 
land Wednesday night, told Brit- 
ish newspapers: “I want to play in 
the role I have with Belgium — 
up front as an attacker." 

“My experience at Spurs has 


been very frustrating and unless I 
play in the F.A. Cup final, I 
might have to find myself another 
dub." 

Claesen, who scored three 
goals against Scotland earlier this 
month and showed electrifying 
pace, has not been able to com- 
mand a regular place in the Tot- 
tenham side since his £650,000 
transfer ($1.04 million) early in 
the season. 

Mostly, he has been substitute 
and whenever be has been 
selected in the starting lune-up, 
be has usually played wide. 


Celtics sweep Chicago in first round of NBA playoffs 




U.S. football teams draft college players 


NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL 
draft has become a quarterback 
auction as teams seeking help at 
football’s most critical position 
readied for question marks in 
hopes' of pulling another Joe 
Montana or Dan Fouts out of a 
relatively thin talent pool. 

Four quarterbacks were chosen 
on the first round on Tuesday, 
the most since the talent-laden 
1983 draft. But only Heisman 
Trophy winner Vinny Testa verde 
of Miami, taken by Tampa Bay 
with tiie first pick, was considered 
a sure NFL star. 

The other three — Kelly Stouf- 
fer of Colorado state, chosen by 
St. Louis; Chris Miller of Ore- 
gon, taken by Atlanta, and Em 
Harbaugh of Michigan, taken a 
shocking move by the Chicago 
bears — all had serious question 
marks about them. 

Last season, Tampa Bay lost its 
top pick when Auburn Running 
track Bo Jackson opted for base- 


ball and signed with the Kansas 
City Royals. 

Unlike recent drafts, when 
offensive and defensive linemen 
were the hot items, there was a 
higher premium on skill players 
in the four-hour, eight-minute 
first round. Besides foe quater- 
backs, three wide receivers went 
in the first round and so did six 
running backs — in eluding Alon- 
zo Highsmifo of Miami to Hous- 
ton and D.J. Dozier of Penn state 
to Minnesota in two of the nine 
deals which made foe first and 
second rounds seem like a trade 
mart 

Disgruntled linebacker Chip 
Banks went from Cleveland to 
San Diego in a trade which 
moved the Browns from 24th to 
fifth in foe. first round netted 
them linebacker Mike J unkin of 
Duke, whom Browns coach Mar- 
ty Schottenheimer termed “one 
of the finest college linebackers 
I’ve ever seen." 


Chicago coach Mike Ditka de- 
fended foe choice of Harbaugh, a 
projected thirri-or-fointb-roimd- 
er, in typically blunt fashion. 
“We don’t draft for the sake of 
.foe media or foe fans," said 
Ditka, who now has five quarter- 
backs: starter Jim Mcmahon, re- 
covering from shoulder surgery. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Bos- 
ton Celtics, with Kevin McHaie 
on the- sidelines with an ankle 
injury, were determined to corn- 
pike a sweep of the Chicago 
Bulls and earn some rest. 

“Wc wanted to win this awfully 
bad. We needed the rest,” Larry 
Bird said after scoring 32 
as the Celtics beat 
Bolls 105-94 Tuesday night. The 
victory gave the Celtics a 3-0 
sweep of their fust-round Nation- 
al Basketball Association (NBA) 
playoff series fra: the second year 
in a row. 

“They have unbelievable ex- 
perience. We just couldn’t cope 
with than, especially down the 
stretch,” said Michael Jordan, 
who topped Chicago with 30 
points 


the Los Angeles Lakers at De-. 
over and Utah at Golden States. 
Utah, the Lakers, Atlanta and 
Detroit lead 2-0, while the 76ers 
and Bucks are tied 1-1. 

The Celtics, who beat Chicago 
for the 16th straight time, await 
the outcome of the Philadelphia- 
Mdwaukee fnst-ronnd series be- 
fore they advance to the next 
round. 


Elsewhere in die NBA play- 
id 117- 


plus Doug Flutie, Mike Tomczak, 
Steve FuQi 


ler and Harbaugh. 

With foe second pick overall, 
Indianapolis took Cornelius Ben- 
nett, tbe Alabama linebacker fai- 
led as tire second coming of Lawr- 
ence Taylor. The Colts took Ben- 
nett despite speculation they 
migh t trade or take a running 
back because of the broken leg 
sustained by Randy Mcmillan, 
their best running back, in a car 
accident last weekend. 

Green Bay chose r unning back 
Brent FuQwood of Auburn, and 
then San Diego made its deal for. 
Banks, allowing Cleveland to 
take Jtmkin. 


Evert advances to 2nd 
round of Florida tennis 


LARGO, Florida (R) — Top 
seeded Chris Evert easily elimin-- 
ated GabrieJa Dinu of Romania 
6-2, 6-1 to advance to foe second 
Found of foe S150,000 Largo 
Open Women’s Tennis Cham- 
pionship. 

Evert, who has risen one place 
to third in the world after winning 
a tournament in Houston, Texas, 
last week, despatched her 27- 
year-old opponent in just 57 mi- 
nutes. 

Eveit will next face unseeded 
American compatriot Camille 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT v 


Fully-furnished one 
bedroom and two bedroom 
flats, w/wcaipet, colour TV- 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and AbdaJi area. 


Phone: 673768, 672842 after 

2 p.m. 


Benjamin. 

Dinu, ranked 132nd in foe 
world, gained a spot in tbe draw, 
after American Andrea Jaeger 
pulled out of tbe main draw. 

Hie Romanian took a carefree 
approach to the match Tuesday 
and rallied from foe backcouit 
against Evert and occasionally 
attempted a crafty dropshot or a 
carefully angled slice. 

Evert played steadily to reach 
5-2, then broke Dinu for foe first 
set as Dina missed a forehand 
return. 

In the second set, foe Amer- 
ican began to hit more aggressive- 
ly from foe baseline and came in 
to put away winners as her confi- 
dence grew. 

Dinu was unable to hold serve 
in tbe second set but broke Evert 
when the top seed served for the 
match at 5-0. Evert broke Dinu in 
the next game to win the match 
with a dropshot. 

Evert said she was a little men- 
tally and physically tired after her 
victories over Mandlikova and 
Martina Navratilova last week. 

“I felt great on Sunday but 
today I was a little sluggish,” 
Evert said. 


Finland beats 
U.S. in hockey 
Championships 


VIENNA (AP) — The United; 
States has twice squandered foe 
lead and lost 6-4 to Finland to 
remain an outside candidate for 
relegation at the World Hockey 

fThampinnship s. 

Even a tie against the Finns on 
Tuesday would have made tbe 
U.S. safe after Switzerland tum- 
bled 8-1 to West Germany — its 
eighth consecutive defeat in foe 
competition. 

With two games each remain- 
ing in foe relegation pool games, 
foe Swiss still had a mathematical 
chance of catching the Ameir 
icans, who have posted .two yib: 
tones, while West Germany and 
Finland pulled dear of ‘ trouble. 

The U.S., which lost 5-2 to 
Finland in foe first stage, held 1-0 
and 2-1 first period leads but 
crumbled in the middle of the 
game to fall 5-2 behind. 

The Americans scored twice to 
reduce foe Finns lead to one goal. 
But they eventually succumbed to 
a final Finnish goal with 19 
seconds remaining, gambling 
with goalkeeper John Vanbiess- 
brouk off foe ice. 


offs, Houston beat Portlanc 
108 for a 2-1 advance in their 
best-of-5 series, while Seattle 
took a 2-1 series lead with a 
117-107 victoiy over favoured 
Dallas. 

On Wednesday, it’s Milwaukee' 
at Philadelphia, Detroit at 
Washington, Atlanta at Indiana, 


Boston came back from a nme- 
point deficit in tbe third quarter 
as Dennis Johnson’s layup gave 
foe Celtics an 82-82 edge with 
5:49 to go in the game. It was the 
first time Boston led in the 
second half and they never trailed 
after that. 

Chicago’s 'Charles Oakley had 
a gamenhigh 19 rebounds and 
added 14 points. 

For Boston, Dennis Johnson 
had 24 points and Robert Parish 
added 17. 


Ofajmnm had 20 points and 
sewn Mods as Houston took a 
70-45 halftime lead before the. 
Blazers rallied. 

Robert Reid hit a short jump 61 " 
with 3:29 to go for a 108-99 lead, 
and the trail Blazers never 
threatened again. 

Clyde Dzexler scored 26 points 
to lead the Blazers, while Steve 
Johnson had 23 and Terry Porter 


Seattle 111, ‘Dallas 107. 

EIHs, a former benchwannef for 
Dallas, scored a career-high 43 
points, leading Seattle over tbe 
'favoured Mav ericks 
. The Souks led by 22 points late 
m the first half and stayed in front 
in the second half although the 
Mavericks got as dose as six fate 
in the game. 


Houston 117, Portland 108. 
Akeem Olajowon had 35 points,' 
11 rebounds and eight blocked 
shots for Houston over Portland, 
which cut a 25-point Halftime 
deficit to six in the fourth quarter. 


Ellis, whose previous career- 
high was 41 points, added 14 
rebounds for the Sonics, who got 
22 points from Tom Cham bers 
and 16 from Xavier McDaniel. 

Derek Harper led foe Maver- 
icks with 30 points, Rolando 
Blackman baa 27 and Mark 
Aguirre 16. 


French filly 
favoured in 
English 
classic 


NEWMARKET, England (AP)- 
— Miesque is favoured to be- 
come the first French winner of an 
English Thoroughbred classic 
race in four years in the £75,000 
($120,000) added general acci- 
dent 1,000 Guineas Thursday. 

The filly showed top-class form 
as a 2-year-old, using a late run to 
thwart another of tire top entries. 
Milligram, in the Prix Marcel 
Boussoc at Longchamps last 
October. 

Earlier this spring, she won foe 
Prix impudence on a bad track. 

Oddsmakers had foe fireddie 
■head-ridden Miesque a 5-2 
favourite Wednesday to take foe 
mile race for 3-year-old fillies at 
Newmarket and avenge foe dis- 
qualification of her father, 
Mureyes, in foe 2,000 Guineas in 
1980. 

It also would make .foe second 
year in a row that foe Marcel 
Boussac winner had come bade 
foe next -spring to take foe 1,000 
Guineas. Midway lady followed 
that course to the winner’s circle 
in 1986.. 

The last'^rinkfi hprse to win an 
English jd&ssicwas ma Biche, 
victor in foe'‘J,000‘ Guineas m 
198. 

Khalid Abdullah’s interval, rid- 
den by Pat Eddery, is expected to 
give Miesque her toughest com- 
petition. Interval won tbe Masa- 
ka stakes at Kempton this spring. 

Two other top entries are Min- 
streQa, ridden by John Reid, and 
Milligram, ridden by Walter 
S win burn. 

If all 14 entrants start, foe 
winner earns £83,907 ($134,251). 


Sweden’s Carlsson advances 
in German Open tennis 


HAMBURG (AP) — Third- 
seeded Kent Carlsson of Sweden 
has overcome a second-set strug-. 
gje to beat little-known West 
German Cari-Uwe Steeb 6-1, 7-6 
(7-4) and has advanced to foe 
third round of $375,000 German 
Open Tennis Tournament 

Martin Jaite of Argentina and 
Thieny Tolasne of France were 
among the other sqpds to advance 
in foe Nabisco Grand Prix day- 
court tournament on Tuesday. 

But Marj an Vajda of Czechos- 
lovakia ousted lOtb-seeded Jakob 


Hlasek of Switzerland 6-1, 2-6. 
6-3, Eduardo Bengoecbea of 
Argentina upset 12th -seeded 
Andrei Chesnokov of the Soviet 
Union 6-4, 4-6, 6-2, and Jan 
Gunnaisson of Sweden edged 
15th-seeded Horatio de la Pena 
of Argentina 7-6 (7-2), 6-4. 


Another seed, no. 4 Mikael 
Pemfors of Sweden, was also 


Tomas Smid of Czechoslovakia 
was suspended by Darkness at 2-2 
in foe decisive third set. 


TO LET 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

Newly-furnished second floor flat With 3 bedrooms, large 
sitting-dining areas, two verandas (one enclosed), kitchen, 


Three bedrooms, with built-in wardrobes, 3 bathrooms, large salon, 

bathroom, W.C. Centrally heated with own telephone. Many 


dining room, and sitting room, large kitchen, 2 verandas (one glazed). 

electncal gadgets. 


with central heating, telephone and garage. 

Location: Shmeisani. 


Location: Shmeisani - behind Marriott Hotel. 

Please phone 601795 or 636199 


Please call teL* 661869 


THE Daily Crossword by Hank Ha rri ngton 


ACROSS 
l — i 


10 Algonquian 
Wo qraa d m 


14 

15 
ISA* 

17 Bos atop 

18 Waata 



101 

23 Arrow poison 

21 A Oaraharin 

22 Hang looaaly 

M UH , irlrwm i.miT 

wnKXTPF pan 

Ac fc.iin .. - I, I- -ll,. 

43 OTOOOT OOfuriff 

sits? 

27 BuOring chaar 

*90 IILi On ■ ilai.ais 

48 vroan ptvyom 
30 Large bona 
33 fwiwciabd 
36 Ux&Wnm- 
37 Parson 
38 Mingled riHfti i 
39 NYC subway 
40 Tree someday 
42 PlQMMSl 
43 In favor at 
44 01m forth 
45 Isr. neighbor 
48 Sraal horns 
47 Famala niff 
48 Land hoktaf? 

51 — Stacfiun 
55 Post- 
57 Summer drink 
58 Hack 
59 Thanks 
60 Rectangular 
P*«r 
62 Eastern gold 
coin 
63- WU plum 
64 Georgia — 

65 FT. school 
68 Haotfmsr 
67 London 





®19B7 Titam Uada Savtow. he. 
A* Algfos RmwpM 


SBoonet 
8 Houston 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


7 Tasty quBt 
piece? 

8 Pert of EJLP. 

9 Used a chaise 
longue 

lOTriNw 

11 Stove thief? 

12 Malevolent 

13 ABevfate 
21 Maddened 
23 Vienna's 

land: abbr. 

28 Cry out 
2B Journey 
segm e nt 
66 Conic sketches 31 Concerning 
32 Writes 
DOWN 33 Utters 

1 Dry riverbeds 34 CMn. Maori 

2 Actress 35 Wooing 

VBMfhgo quartan? 

3 Runs ensky 39 Hebrides 

4 Musical island 

wedgM? 40 Howbig tool 



41 Place for an 
actor's Sne? 

43 General 
layouts 

44 Sea bird 

46 Before: prst 

49 Mator endings 

50 Boitf’s state 


52 Aslan i 

53 Praise 
Mgidy 

54 Buenos — 

55 Spar 

56 Pot 

61 Modem prefix 

62 — PMnee 



RAMADAN S BUFFET 
IFTAR & SUHUR 


Tel. 821985 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, living room, dining 
room, with large garden, swimming pool, garage and telephone. 
Located on the highway linking Amman and Zarqa, near 
entrance to Zarqa. 


Please contact tel. 09/987974 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


ideal for a couple. One bedroom with amenities. Centrally 
heated with telephone. 

Located in Jabal Amman - 2nd Circle. 

Monthly rent JD 150.- 


Please call: 641860 


The Australian Embassy has the following office machines for 
sale by tender. 

1. Typewriters 

2. Photo-copy machine 

3. Duplicator 

4. Cassette/dictation machine 

As well as some items of household furniture 

Items may be viewed at the Embassy daily between 09.00 - 

12.00 hours Sunday - Thursday. 


Sealed tenders should be lodged on or before 12 noon 
on 7 May 1987. 


ENTIRE FLOOR FOR RENT 


Location: Jabal Amman, between the Fourth and Fifth 
Circles on the main street, behind the residence of Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai. Consists of three bedrooms, three 
salons, three bathrooms, and two verandas. 

Telephone, separate central heating and three entrances 
to the house. 


For more information call tel: 669900 - 668280 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Td: 677420 


WILD CATS 



Performances 330 , 5 : 10 , W 0 , IMS 


Cinema ■ 

Tel: 625153' 

RAINBOW ! 


■> 


BONBER 

^FetfonamCc* 3: IS, 400.8:30, 10:30 J 


Cinema 


OPERA 


Td: 675573 


STRIKE COMMANDO 


P reter m— cm 3.-15, 5;1S, 8*5, 1fc4S 


Cinema 


PLAZA 




Franco Nero 
IN 

HITCH HIKE 


Preter manc ee van, sno, 9*6, IMS 


Cinema Tel: 622198 

RAGHADAN 


WINNERS 

, & 

SINNERS 


I&1S. 3iOO.fcQfc VM5 




sin)? 


\ 


i 

i!v 


f 


' I ; 


\V 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets on Wednesday. 


One Sterling 1.6535/45 

One U.S.- dollar 1.3335/45 

1.7985/95 
• 2.0290/0300 
1.4765/75 
' 37.30/33 
5.9930/80 
1286/1287 
140.65/75 • 

- -6-28CCH/50 
6.7100/50 
6.7700/50 

One ounce of gold 451.90/452.40 


U.$. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs ' 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crown 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Shanes continued firmer on Tuesday’s bullish 
Confederation of British Industry survey and U.K. base lending 
rate cuts and were near their highs in late trading after a 
midsesaon spell of profit-taking, dealers said. 

An opening surge on Wall Street in response to the strong 
dollar was welcomed by investors here but gave little support to a 
market already strongly underpinned by domestic factors, 

The 1030 GMT Wednesday publication of Britain’s March 
retail sales figures brought prices from their morning highs but 
confidence quickly returned and by 1400 GMT. The FHSE 100 
index had recovered its balance to stand 17.6 higher at 2,039.7. 

' Tuesday's record first quarter results from ICI were followed by 
the company’s annual general meeting Wednesday in which new 
chairman Denys Henderson said the results in (Seated the progress 
being made by ICL The shares were up 25p to 1347 Wednesday, 
making a two-day rise of around 91p. 

Id’s results were doing much to keep prices moving ahead 
while gains of up to one full point in government bonds were 
underpinning the advance, dealers said. 



- FORECAST FOB THURSDAY, APRIL SO, 1087 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Get out today and let 
others know of your capabilities. Be your most charm- 
ing self and look for new ideas to expand yourself. The 
future brings prosperity. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) It’s a fine day for attain- 

- ing just about everything you have in mind, provided 
you are sure of yourself. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Think about the lux- 
uries you would like to have mid see if you can't get them 
at a bargain. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Be with charming 
friends whether male or female and do whatever will in- 
sure their friendship. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Your prestige 
pan soar by wise activities in the werid. Bigwigs ap- 
preciate you more now,T 

' "LEO' (J uL=22to A6g>2fFTOud new outlets throagir 
which yorr can advance: Atrip ean be planned that will 
bring you good results. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) More thought for your 
mate can bring fine rewards since this person Is hungry 
for affection now. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Deal with prominent peo- 
ple in the business world and get good results. Teh 
. associates how much you like them. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) It’s a good day to be 
more efficient at whatever activities you are working on 
and make your future brighter. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Seek out new 
outlets that can bring you more happiness. Get closer 
to the one you love. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Invite new contacts 
into your home who can give you good ideas. Make sure 
all is In order them. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Add a note of 
politeness in your correspondence that will be ap- 
preciated and bring good results. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Study how to add to the 
value of your property. Set up a better budget so you 
can enjoy your social life more. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he, or she, 
wQl be quite attractive and will want to meet as many 
interesting and important persons as possible. A good 
education slanted along the lines of entertainment, 
designing, investments and the like is fine hem This 
child will become very wealthy. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MAY I, 1887 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today brings a sudden 
desire to upset what is working. Avoid making waves 
since there are some unfinished tasks of importance that 
will unsettle your arrangements. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) An unexpected missive 
from a distance could deter some course of action you 
are working on. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Study that monetary 
matter wiDL An up-to-date expert may give suggestions 
that wiD not fit your set-up. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You are excited about 
ridding yourself of a present situation. Per se v erance can 
work wonders now. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You want to 
run away from some task that is boring you, but don’t. 
Show your mate your true devotion. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Some desire that impels you 
could be more expensive then you can afford. Get your 
affairs in better order instead. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Do what your family 
desires of you and gain their respect Take it easy 
tonight and rest up. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22} You feel that by going 
off on a trip you wfl) have greater happiness, but this 
could only bring 


SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov, 21) Don't try to renege on 
a promise you've made. Listening to what your mate, 
suggests is wise. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nuv. 22 to Dec. 21) Try to agree with 
partners and then they go along with your ideas. Show 
your true intelligence. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You are restless 
because it is the end of the work week, but tone down 
and da your job conscientiously. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Although you want 
to have a good time, this doesn't seem to work out Be 
patient with your mate. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don't try to make any 
changes in your duties at home. Be happy with the work 
yon get done today . 

IF YOUR CHILD 1$ BORN TODAY ^ he, or she, 
will have sill sorts of fine ideas and ambitions during 
thSdhood, so emcouisp yoor precocious child to express 
them. This one will love to study and upon reaching 
adnRhood will have decided on the fife's work that can 
bring the greatest happiness. 


Potential Fed action steadies dollar 


LONDON (R).— The be- 
leaguered dollar steadied on 
European foreign exchanges 
Wednesday after signs that the 
U.S, federal Reserve (Fed) 
might defend it with higher in- 
terest rates. 

But dealers said that despite 
possible U.S. central bank action 
die outlook for the dollar re- 
mained uncertain and players 
were essentially pessimistic due 
to the huge U.S. trade deficit and 
the row it has ignited between the 
United States and Japan. 

Tim prices of gold and- silver 
were* virtually unchanged and 
lacked direction in key European , 
trading centres while European 
stock markets opened -firmly. 
Tokyo markets were closed 
Wednesday for a holiday celeb- 
rating Emperor Hirohito's 
birthday. 

The weak dollar is creating 
tension in the world economy and 
its fall may soon force the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) to raise oil 
prices, which are quoted in dol- 
lars. 

Executives for U.S. oil com- 
panies said in a Renter survey in 
Houston that the weakness in the 
U.S. currency is making OPEC’s 
current $18 a barrel oil price 
difficult to sustain. 

The dollar opened in London 
Wednesday at 1.7975 West Ger- 
man marks, up from 1.7955 at 
Tuesday’s dose, then moved past 
the 1.80 level to 1.8005 in early 
trading. It then fell back to open- 
ing levels by midday. 

The U.S. Commerce Depart- 
ment releases the March index of 
leading indicators on Thursday, 
but dealers said the figures were 
not expected to have much- im- 
pact on trading unless they di- 
verged considerably from fore- 
casts. 

Gold, a traditional -haven for 
investors in time of dollar ner- 
vousness, drifted after surging to 
around $475 an ounce on Mon- 
day. It was fixed Wednesday 
morning at $451.75 in London 


against a previous fix of $453 and 
a dose of $449 JO. 

Silver opened in Zurich at ab- 
out $7.92 an ounce, in line with 
the previous dose. At one point 
on Monday it traded at around 
$10 JO, a three-year high. 

The West German, British and 
French stock markets opened 
higher Wednesday because of the 
more stable dollar, gains on Wall 
Street Tuesday and, in me case of 
London, lower British interest 
rates announced Tuesday, 

However, European dealers 
noted scepticism on Wall Street 
that the dollar had finally stabil- 
ised. This kept many investors 
there cautious and sparked a bout 
of late profit-taking which trim- 
med advances by the dosing bell. 

“Don’t get sucked in (to believ- 
ing in a dollar rebound)^” one 
U.S. bank trader said in London. 
A rise to 1.81 marks was possible 
Wednesday, “but it doesn't 
change the overall ( bearish) 
sentiment,” he added. 

The thinness of the market 
might allow the dollar a slight 
rebound ahead of the widely 
observed May day holiday in 
Europe, dealers said. Players 
were also reluctant to open signi- 
ficant new positions ahead of the 
mouth-end, they added. 

They said this and the fact that 
the Japanese markets were closed 
Wednesday relieved pressure on 
the U.S. currency. 

“It looks like there will be very 
little action today,” one deafer 
with a British bank in Frankfurt 
said. 

- The dollar steadied 'after the 
U.S. centra] bank, the Federal 
Reserve, foiled to add reserves to 
die money makret this week de- 
spite a rise in the federal funds 
rate, a key floating interest rate. 
Normally when such rates rise tbe 
Fed will inject money into the 
system to send them back down. 

U.S. bond traders said the high- 
er market rate could be a sign 
the Fed was preparing to increase 
its discount rate, the rate it 
charges on loans to member 


banks. It is now 5.5 per cent. 

Also considered likely is a 
boost in the prime lending rate by 
major U.S. basks. Tbe prime, 
the traditional benchmark for 
loans to a bank’s best customers, 
is now at 7.75 per cent. 

Dealers in Zurich said there 
was money market speculation 
that West Germany and Japan 
might also reduce their interest 
rates- 

Dealers in Paris said further 
dollar foils were unlikely tins 
week as operators were reluctant 
to sell it ahead of Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro N aka seme’s 
visit to Washington. 

IMF chief cates for dollar 
stability 

Meanwhile Michel Camdessus, 
managing director of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
said Tuesday that tbe dollar and 
other major currencies should be 
stabilised around current levels to 
promote world economic growth. 

He also said that the Group of 
Seven (G-7) major industrialised 
nations must show progress on 
their agreement to reduce current 
trade imbalances to continue 
world growth. 

Speaking with reporters Mr. 
Camdessus said that the strategy 
adopted last January by the seven 
industrial countries to stabilise 
currencies around current levels 
was “a reasonable one.” 

But he added: “We need to 
deliver very soon the strategy 
adopted by the G-7 countries.” 

The G-7 nations have agreed to 
work toward stopping the dollar’s 
20-month decline while countries 
with lane trade surpluses, such as 
West Germany and Japan, in- 
crease their domestic growth to 
absorb' more imported goods. 
The G-7 comprises Britain. 
France, West Germany, Italy, 
Canada, the United States and 
Japan. 

Mr. Cam dess us said a further 
decline of tbe dollar had con- 
sequences for economic activity, 
prices and interest rates. 


British interest rates drop below 10% 


LONDON (R) — Banks Tuesday 
announced cuts of half a percen- 
tage point, to 95 per cent, in key 
British interest rates, the first 
time these have gone into single 
figures for more than two years. 

Tbe stock market liked the 
prospect of tbe boost to the eco- 
nomy that cheaper borrowing 
promises, and share values 
promptly rose. 

A strong showing by the eco- 
nomy' would' buoy political pros- 
pects for Prime MinisterThatcher 
and her ruling Conservative Par- 
ty, with elections likely this year 
and perhaps as early as June. 

The Bank of England, tbe cen- 
tral bank, had been worried that 
die pound was appreciating too 
fast in the foreign exchages, 
where the dollar has been tumb- 
ling. 

So, Tuesday morning it signal- 
led that it wanted above-average 
British interest rates to come 
down — which would make some 
sterling-denominated invest- 
ments less attractive — by slicing 
half a percentage point off its 
money market intervention rates. 

Barclays Bank, one of Britain's 
four big clearing banks, quickly 
by cutting its base 


lending rate by half a percentage 
point to 9.5 per cent from 
Wednesday. Lloyds Bank later 
did tbe same. 

Sterling has been riding high on 
favourable news about the eco- 
nomy and tbe expectation of a 
Thatcher election win. 

The pound has been higher 
than the. Bank of England would 
like against both the German 
mark and the dollar, trading 
arpund 2.96 marks and $1.65, ‘ 

' Tuesday was the first time bank 
lending rates had dropped below 
10 per cent since early 1985, when 
a run on sterling prompted their 
rise to doable figures. 

They were lowered last month 
frhm 11 to 10 per cent. 

The news of tbe further cut 
Tuesday was immediately re- 
flected on the stock exchange, 
where tiie Financial Times index 
of 100 leading shares in early 
afternoon was 33 .5 points op on 
Monday night at 2020.1. 

A spokesman for a leading 
budding (home loan) society said 
the new bank rates would not 
mean a cut in home loan rales. 

Home loans rates in Britain 
vary in line with prevailing bank 
interest rates. 


Tbe building society spokes- 
man said that the present home 
loan rate had been set in anticipa- 
tion of bank rates coming down 
to 9.5 per cent, but, a bank 
lending rates fell again, societies 
would consider a new cut in their 
charges. 

As many Britons own their 
homes, that would be a big poli- 
tical plus for Mrs. Thatcher as she 
seeks an unprecedented third 
consecutive elected 'term of 
office. 

The United States favours a 
round of interest rate cute among 
other major trading nations, 
hopeful that these would stimu- 
late their economies by making it 
less painful for both consumers 
and manufacturers to borrow 
money. 

That would hopefully stoke up 
demand for goods outside the 
United States, making it easier 
for tbe United States to curb its 
own imports and narrow an un- 
acceptably high trade deficit with- 
out tilting the rest of the world 
into recession. 

But Japan and West Germany, 
rather than Britain, are the na- 
tions whose economies chiefly 
interest U.S. policymakers. 


Global financial market 
functions 24 hours a day 


CHICAGO (R) — The moltibiffion-dollar financial 
futures industry leaps toward continuous around- 
the-clock trading on Thursday when the Chicago 
Board of Trade (CBT) opens die first evening 
trading session in U.S. history. 


The three-hour, four-day-a- 
week affair is designed to put 
traders on the floor in Chicago 
while their counterparts in the 
often volatile Japanese markets 
are starting their trading day. 

It could help U.S. traders cap- 
ture a share of the rapidly grow- 
ing Far Eastern financial markets 
and give Europeans an expanded 
chance for involvement when 
their markets are dosed. 

The volume of the new 'session 
remains a guess at this point, but 
some trading bouses say they are 
ready to increase their states if 
warranted. 

The Philadelphia Board of 
Trade has also announced plans 
for an evening session in currency 
futures and options later this year 
and will closely watch what hap- 
pens in Chicago. 

“The U.S. cash treasury mar- 
ket has continued to expand in 
the Pacific basin,” said Mr. 
Richard Leahy, managing direc- 
tor of financial futures at Salo- 


mon Brothers. “As the world 
moves toward 24-hour trading, ft 
is a way for the board to overlap 
with tiie Pacific basin.” 

Japanese holdings of U.S. 
securities rose to about S38.8 
billion by the end of 1985 from 
about $3.27 billion 10 years ear- 
lier, according to U.S. treasury 
figures. 

Far Eastern investors last year 
purchased about a third of the 
long-term debt sold in U.S. treas- 
ury auctions and held about five 
per cent of the toted long-term 
U.S. debt. 

The CBTs evening session, in 
which futures on treasury bonds 
and notes as well as options on 
those two contracts will be 
traded, will run from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. and will overlap the morn- 
ing trading session in Japan. 

Futures are agreements to buy 
or sell a commodity or financial 
instrument at a set price on a 
future date. They differ from 
options in that options confer the 


right, but not the obligation, to 
buy or sell an instrument at a set 
price. 

Tbe CBTs night session is like- 
ly to boost volume in U.S. secur- . 
ities traded in the Tokyo cash 7 
market by increasing European 
involvement, said Mr. Michael 
Connery, senior vice president at 
Refco Inc. 

Mi. Connery said European 
investors, who held about S50 
billion in U.S. securities at the 
end of 1985 and who now use the 
Tokyo market, will be more will- 
ing to trade large orders when 
they know risk can be offset in 
the Chicago futures market. 

“Right now, they have to wait 
for London to open,” he said. 

Most member firms on tbe 
exchange are planning to have at 
least skeleton crews available for 
the night session. 

There are signs that if- night 
trading succeeds, finding people 
to staff the operations will not be 
a problem. One firm which 
advertised at local universities for 
business students to fill one open- 
ing on the night shift from 7 p.m. 
to 4 a.m. at its 24-bour desk in 
Chicago said it received 1J0 ap- 
plications. 


OECD study says global economic 
ills may take years to resolve 


WASHINGTON (R) — A study 
by the Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) says it may take 
years and major actions by the 
three leading Western trading 
partners to resolve the huge im- 
balances now plaguing the world 
economy, U.S. and Western offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

The paper is designed to stimu- 
late policy debate among senior 
officials of leading industrial na- 
tions preparing fin- next month’s 
annual meeting of finance minis- 
ters in Paris. 

The May 11-13 ministerial 
meeting of the 24-nation OECD 
has taken on added importance in 
view of difficulties dogging the 
attempts of major countries to 
coordinate policies. . 

As a result, financial markets 
have been unusually unstable and 
have focused their attention on 
every mtematiOPaJ .meeting for 
dues that change is in tbe air. . 

The study concludes there 
needs to be much greater fiscal 
action by the United States, West 
Germany and Japan to reduce 
their massive trade imbalances, a 
U.S. official said. 

“We looked at what we could 
do to get from here to there. 
We've got to continue cutting the 
deficit, and there needs to be 
domestic expansion (in West 
Germany and Japan),” be said. 

Equally, the study suggests 
without major fiscal expansion by 
Bonn and Tokyo and a corres- 
ponding deep reduction in the 
U.S. budget deficit, the current 
trend of an upturn in U.S. in- 
terest rates and weakening dollar 
will go un corrected. 

Despite two meetings of the 


seven leading industrial powers 
— the United States, japan, West 
Germany, France, Britain, Italy 
and Canada — pledges to change 
policy have still to be turned into 
action. 

One official said that while the 
actions called for were similar to 
those urged by the seven, the 
study shows “it’s going to take 
Several years to resolve (trade 
imbalances).” 

Separately, Western officials 
said they understood that U.S. 
overtures to Japan and West Ger- 
many to cut their short-term in- 
terest rates have been rebuffed 
for now. 

Such rate reductions would 
have helped stabilise the steep 
decline of the dollar by widening 
the difference between bond 
yeilds in tbe United States and in 
Japan and West Germany. 

The study strongly implies that 
atarget of three per cent average 
annual 'growth m ffie mdustrial 
world; seen as needed ter correct 
trade imbalances and keep the 
Third World debt crisis under 
control, will not be met without 
major action by the three leading 
nations, officials said. 

But die study group also found 
that progress has been made and 
the seven main nations are mov- 
ing in the right direction. 

In Paris last February, the 
seven agreed that fiscal actions by 
the three major powers would 
help them stabilise currencies 
around levels ruling then. 

The Reagan administration, 
this week facing tbe prospect of a 
tough trade bill aimed at curbing 
foreign trade surpluses* also 
promised to fight protectionism. 

The officials said Washington 


must move ahead with budget 
deficit cuts of around $36 billion, 
a figure set as a goal by the 
democratic leadership of the 
House of Representatives. 

Since the study group met, 
Japan has promised a sup- 
plementary budget of about $35 
billion which was warmly welcomed 
by Washington. 

However, there is caution over 
its timing and content. 

While no West German fiscal 
action is promised before January 
1988, U.S. officials would wel- 
come such a move. “We’d love 
them to accelerate their tax cute,” 
one official said. 

West German economic 
growth fell steeply in the first , 
quarter this year, but the official 
said Bonn has reassured U.S. 
officials they expect growth to 
pick up again. 

Meanwhile, African nations 
have, expressed concer n tha t 
plans to"raiie’$89Ml^ 

-cally to help regenerate their eco- 
nomies will fad unless tbe global 
economy changes. 

Planning and economy minis-, 
tore, concluding a five-day meet-; 
ing here, said the main con- 
straints on finding the money 
were the cost of servicing Africa’s 
foreign debts and limited access 
to markets in the world’s richer 
countries. 

“Unless the present trend of a 
net capital outflow through exter* 
nal indebtedness from Africa and 
protectionism in the developed 
countries are reversed, the pros- 
pects for the domestic mobilisa- 
tion of tbe required $89 million ... 
will be dim,” a comm un ique 
issued at tbe end of die meeting 
said. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARRIS 


YE5, 5IR, MR.PRWCIFftL.. 
I'VE COME TDA5K YOU 
TO C0M9PER PATRICIA 
FOR "‘MAY' QUEEN" 


IT UJOULP MAKE 

her very happy, sir 



you 5H0ULP SEE HER 
WITH FLOWED IN HER 
HAIR. .SHE LOOKS 
VERtf VERtf QUEENLY... 

-y 


| EXCOT: OF COURSE, AFTER | 
5HE‘5 UJALKEP TO 
SCHOOL IN THE RAIN.. 

IT 




Mutt‘n’ Jeff 




“1 need an eight-letter word that 
means 'children.* ‘Headache’ and 
‘bankrupt* don’t fit." 


Andy Capp 


REFEREE FOR US J 
y TOMORROW •< 
AFTB3NOOHERIC?! 




ME?IfcON*T 
KNOW THE 
FIRST THING 
ABOUT 
RLfiBV 

FOOTBALL, 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
la by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

I hope we're es smart 
as we ttiink we are 


TIVER 




Ll 





□ 

l/ULAF 






1 GRAUSY 


□I 31 



c 

;ushe 


□ 

JOO 




WHAT 6000 
CAMOUFLAGE 113. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Printemwerhem: IjXiJ .Q.III1 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: IGLOO PILOT VERSUS UNPACK 
Answer What the broken soft drink machine was — 
"COttHVOROUS" 







s Vforld news 


Nicaragua blames U.S. for 


contra killing of American 


MATAGALPA, Nicaragua (AP) — U.S.-backed 
rebels killed a young American engineer working on 
a rural development project, according to Sandinista 
officials who accused the White House of responsi- 
bility. 


. The death Tuesday of Ben-' 
jamin Ernest Under, 27, of Port- 
land, Oregon, was the first re- 
ported slaying of an American 
working on behalf of Nicaragua's 
leftist government 

Nicaraguan officials said contra 
rebels killed Linder and two San- 
dinista mztitiamen in an attack in 
the northern village of La 
Camaleona in Jinotega province, 
where the rebels have been in- 
creasingly active in recent 
months. 

Linder was working on the 
construction of a small hydroelec- 
tric plant in the village 135 
kilometres north east of Man- 
agua. 

An American acquaintance of 


Linder said he usually carried an 
assault rife “for protection” when 
he ventured outside the village, _ 
but did not know if he had the. 
gun with him on Tuesday. One 
.report said be was unarmed at the 
tune. 

■ Sandinista authorities said Lin- 
der’s body would be brought to 
Matagalpa, the nearest sizeable 
town and the capital of the pro- 
vince of the same name. A wake 
was to be held in the office of the 
presidential delegate in Malagal- 
pa and many wreajhs’were piled 
in a large room waiting for Lin- 
der's coffin. 

Foreign Minister Miguel D* 
Escoto. sent a protest note to 
Secretary of State George Shultz 


saying the attack was carried out 
“by a counterrevolutionary group 
under contract to the U.S. gov- 
ernment'* 

Mr. D’Escoto said the attack 
“makes dear once again the ter- 
rorist and criminal nature of the 
acts promoted by the administra- 
tion of the United Stales within 
its bloody official policy of state 
terrorism, a practice that has 
been condemned by the interna- 
tional community.” 

There were conflicting reports 
on the slaying. A government offi- 
cial, commenting on condition of 
anonymity, said six contras 
walked into Linder’s office and 
shot him. 


Mr. D’Escoto’s note said Lin- 
der was ''kidnapped and later 
murdered.” 

Eduardo G riffin Noland of the 


private U.S. group Witness for 
Peace and some Nicaraenan 


Peace and some Nicaraguan 
travellers who arrived at the 


They quoted the witnesses as 
saying Linder was killed by a 
grenade and that two of the mili- 
tiamen woe lolled after returning 
fire. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Sondra 
McCarty said she bad no informa- 
tion on the reports of the death. 
“We're checking info them,” she 
said. 


Australian opposition Alleged Irish paramilitary 

M. A. < i t • • tv ir a 


rnalitinn chflttprpd lc&dcr slsin in Bclf&st 

Vr' Ud Aft Uvr .U. ijlIwUd via BELFAST. Northern Ireland killed Marchaut because 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia's poli- 
tical opposition was Wednesday 
in tatters after the collapse of a 
40-year-old conservative coali- 
tion. * 

The rural-based National Party 
and the urban Liberals split under 
the pressure of right-wing' 
Queensland Premier Sir Joh 
Bjelke-Petersen’s campaign to 
broaden the power base of the 
National Party. 

Political analysts said the frac- 
ture, which ends months of effort 
by Liberal leader John Howard 
and national leader Ian Sinclair to- 
heal rifts, was a fillip for the 
Labour Party government of 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke. 

Mr. Hawke's four-year-old 
administration is climbing in 
opinion pods, despite harsh eco- 


nomic policies, as the 
brawl diminishes the a 


brawl diminish es the credibility of 
opposition leader Howard, they 
said. 

Mr. Howard late Tuesday night , 
ended the coalition, which had j 
been in government for 30 of the 
last 40 years, after be failed to 
politically isolate a group of | 
Queensland .nationals backing 
Mr. Bjelke-Petersen’s attempt to 
enter the federal parliament 

Mr. Howard had insisted Mr. 
Sinclair exclude die 12 Queens- 
land representatives from opposi- 
tion caucus meetings. 

“I have been patient, my party 
has been patient, as we have 
attempted to accommodate the 
shif ting whims of the Queensland 
branch of the National Party,” 
Mr. Howard said in a statement 


BELFAST. Northern Ireland 
(AP) — Four Irish Republican 
Army ODRA) gunmen shot and 
killed an alleged paramilitary 
leader in a busy shopping area of 
Belfast’s Protestant district, 
police said. 

William Marchaut, 39, was 
shot down in die busy Shaping 
Road as be stood outside a butch- 
er’s shop. 

Witnesses said two women 
were slightly injured and die gun- 
men also sprayed bullets into an 
office next door where Protes- 
tants go for political advice. 

The outlawed IRA, which is 
mainly Roman Catholic, said in a 
statement to the news media it 


Hirohito leaves birthday 
lunch after feeling sick 


Expelled Soviet diplomat 
flies out of New Zealand 


TOKYO (R) — Emperor Hiiohi- 
to left a luncheon at the imperial 
palace to celebrate his 86th birth- 
day Wednesday after feeling ill, a 
palace spokesman said. 

A doctor later said the emper- 
or’s condition was normal. 

The spokesman quoted the doc- 
tor who examined the emperor as 
saying he appeared a little tired 
after he left the lunch. He ex- 
amined the emperor again after 
he woke up from a nap and found 
he was in normal condition with 
no special treatment needed, the 
spokesman said. 

The incident occurred as the 
emperor was attending a lun- 


cheon this afternoon with about 
440 dignitaries including Crown 
Prince Akihito and Prime Minis- 
ter Yasuhiro Nakasone, the 
spokesman said. 

The emperor decided not to 
attend a reception for foreign 


diplomats at the palace later in 
the afternoon, the spokesman 
said. Crown Prince Akfliito will 
receive foreign diplomats on be- 
half of his father. 

Earlier Wednesday, the emper- 
or appeared three times behind 
bullet-proof glass on a palace 
veranda as 45,000 well-wishers 
visited the palace- in central 
Tokyo, agency officials said. 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — A Soviet diplomat 
ordered to leave New Zealand 
departed on Wednesday after de- 
nying he was Kremlin spy. - 

“My soul is dear before the 
New Z««lantf people, the New 
Zealand go v ern ment and before 
my people,” said Sergei Budnik, 
who was given a week to leave 
the country after Prime Minister 
David Lange labelled him a KGB 
officer last Friday. 

Budnik, acc ompa nied tty his 
wife Ludmila, flew to Singapore 
to connect with an Aeroflot flight 
to Moscow. 

He told reporters at Auckland 
International Airport he had 
spent five years in New Zealand 
as a counsellor trying to improve 


relations between the two coun- 
tries. He denied he was a KGB 
agent and described his expulsion 
as a political act. 

Mr. Budnik said he had seen a 
list of KGB agents published in 
the New Zealand media but he 
was not the Budnik on the list. 

“There were many Budniks in 
the Soviet Union,’' he said. 

Mr. Lange last week said Mr. 
Budnik had been identified as 
belonging to “the first chief 
directorate” of the KGB. Mr. 
Lange would not specify what 
activities had prompted the ex- 
pulsion and he has refused to 
make further comment. 

The last Soviet diplomat expel- 
led by New Zealand was Ambas- 
sador Svelod Sofinski, in 1980. 


Hess hospitalised again Dukakis enters presidential race 

■* ® A MrHPCTPU M M Uamn- in tho oorlu nnirtiiv 


WEST BERLIN (R) — ffitier*s 


former deputy Rudolf Hess com- 
plained of feeling unwell Tuesday 
and was taken to hospital from 
the West Berlin prison where he 
has been held since 1947, an 
allied spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

Hess,93, who spent a week in 
hospital with a lung complaint in 
March, was taken to British milit- 
ary hospital Tuesday night. 

No details of his condition were 
available but diplomatic sources 
described the move, three days 
after his 93rd birthday, as pre- 
cautionary. In the past few days, 
the weather in Berlin has become 


considerably warmer after a late 
spring. 

An armed guard was posted 
Wednesday at the hospital. 

Hess was jailed for life at the 
1946 Nuremtmrg war crimes trials 
and moved to Spandau Prison in 
1947. Since 1966 he has been the 
sole inmate of the prison, 
guarded by Soviet, U.S., French 
and British military. 

Hess parachuted into Scotland 
in 1941 on what be called a peace 
mission. Some historians believe 
he was aiming for a separate 
peace with London to open the 
way for tbe German invasion of 
Russia two months later. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


MANCHESTER, New Hamp- 
shire (AP) — ' Massachusetts 
Governor Michael S. Dukakis is 
joining the roster of contendere 
for tbe White House, hoping to 
parlay his state's economic re- 
surgence and his familiari ty with 
next-door New Hampshire into 
the 1988 Democratic presidential 
nomination. 

The 53-year-old Dukakis was a 
self-described longshot for tbe 
Domination as he embarked 
Wednesday on a cross-country set 
of anno on cement speeches in 
four cities. 

He decided to begin bis cam- 
paign in New Hampshire, where 
the first Democratic presidential 
primary election will be held next 
year, and where he is running 
even with front-runner Gary Hart 


in the early public opinion polls. 

Mr. Dukakis is joining a 
crowded field of Democratic con- 
tendere that includes Hart, Rep. 
Richard Gephardt of Missouri 
and former Arizona Gov. Brace 
Babbitt. In addition'. Sen. Albert 
Gore of Tennessee, the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, Sen. Joseph Biden 
of Delaware and Sen. Paul Simon 
of Illinois are expected to seek 
their party's nomination, and 
Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton is 


mulling over a campaign. 

Mr. Dukakis’ decision to ran 


seems in part a result of New 
York Governor Mario Cuomo’s 
decision not to, as well as a 
widespread perception that 
Hart's support is not strong 
enough to carry him to the 
nomination. 


BT CHARLES COBEZV 
amd couch sHArar 

eras MtaneftfadaSonrian, Joe 


Retired U.S., Soviet- officers urge 
mutual troop pullout, SDI ban 


A SIMPLE MATTES OF TECHNIQUE 


WASHINGTON (AP)— £ urteen 
retired U.S. and Soviet nmerals 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*A9 
S’ 1094 
OJ 1043 
4K106S 

WEST EAST 

4KJ642 ♦ Q 7 

97532 

085 O A 7 6 2 

♦ J 732 *Q94 

SOUTH 
410863 
VAQJ8 
0KQ9 
*A8 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Four of 4 

Just because you do one thing 
right does not mean you should pal 
yourself on the back and relax. 
Until you have your tricks in the: 
bag, you need to concentrate on the! 
job at hand. 

North was a point or so short for 
his raise to three no trump. Howev- 
er, be upgraded his hand because 1 
of the quality of his intermediates, ' 
something with which we would 
not quarrel. 

West led hi$ fourth-best spade, 
and declarer made the key play of 
rising with the ace at trick one. 


Had West held all three missing 
honors, he would have led one of 
them, so declarer realized that, if 
the spades split 5-2, the suit would 
be blocked since East, could not Jet- 
tison his honor under the ace with- 
out setting up a second trick for his 
opponents. 

Proud of his accomplishment, de- 
clarer started on setting up his red- 
suit tricks. Unfortunately, he 
chose to lead a diamond from 
dummy. East rose with the ace, 
cashed the queen of spades and ex- 
ited with a heart. Since declarer 
needed more than one heart trick, 
he tried the finesse — down two. 

Declarer chose the wrong suit to 
play at trick two. If West had both 
the king of hearts and ace of dia- 
monds, the contract was doomed. 
If he had the acc of diamonds only, 
that could be forced out at 
declarer's leisure for then the 
heart finesse was going to 
succeed. 

The critical case is where East 
has the of diamonds and West 
and king of hearts. We have seen 
what happens if declarer tackles 
diamonds first. If, instead, he takes 
the heart finesse, West can win and 
lead a spade to his partner's queen.. 
But declarer can knock out the ace 
of diamonds and claim his contract 
as the cards lie. 


and admirals issued a joint state- 
ment calling for tbe complete 
withdrawal of superpower troops 
from foreign countries and a ban 
on Star Wars design and testing. 

Retired Rear Adm. Gene R. 
La Rocqne said the troop with- 
drawal would include U.S. forces 
stationed in Western Europe, 
South Korea, Japan and the Phi- 
lippines as well as and Soviet 
troops in Afghanistan and East- 
ern Europe. Adm. La Rocqne 
signed for the nine-member U.S. 
delegation. 

The statement does not say 
when or in what order Soviet and 
U.S. troops would be withdrawn. 
But it challenged tbe administra- 
tion of President Ronald Reagan, 
which maintains that U.S, troops 
in Europe and South Korea are 
needed • to ' balance opposing 
Communist' troops. 

Tbe Reagan, administration 
wants to press forward with de- 
velopment of Strategic Defence 
Initiative, a space-based system 
intended to destroy incoming 
Soviet nuclear missiles. The 
Soviets have repeatedly tried to 


ing table. , _ 

The unusual visit of seven high- 
ranking Soviet military officers 
came at the imitation of the 
Centre for Defence Information, 
a Washington-based group 
beaded by Adm. La Rocque, who 
has sharply criticised the Reagan 
administration military buildup. 


“We’re not saying we should 
do anything in a precipitous way 
by taking troops oat tomorrow, ” 
said Adm. La Rocque, who 
appeared at a news conference at 
Soviet embassy with five of the 
Soviet officers. 

“But we ought to get rid of 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact ... 
it’s an unnatural situation ... 
troops overseas have become the 
justification for the size of our 
military establishment and that’s 
why the military fights to keep 
them there,” be said. 

He said U.S. naval bases 
abroad were unneeded in the age 
of tbe nuclear-powered navy. 

• Retired LL-Gen. M. Misbtem, 
who signed the statement on be- 
half of the Soviets, said the Soviet 
Union was ready to bc^int^k^on 

^OTfe^^Mwntioiial ^forces in 


quash Star Ware at the negotiat-j Europe by 25 per cent. 
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Filipino Communists, 
Muslims forge alliance 


GOUIMHSUf&B 


scene shortly after the raid both 
quoted witnesses as saying the 
attack occurred while Under and 
six Nicaraguans were on the out- 
skirts of town surveying a pipe- 
line. 


The travellers told reporters in 
Matagalpa that Linder was un- 
armed when a contra comnjando 
unit struck with granules and 
rifle fire. They said four of the 
Nicaraguans with Tinder were 
militiame n, who customarily pro- 
vide security in small settlements 
in the war zones. 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Communist and Muslim rebels 
have forged an alliance in the 
southern Philippines. , a Roman 
Catholic bishop who witnessed 
the informal union said 
Wednesday. 

Leaders of both rebel groups in 
Lanao Del Norte province were 
to meet again to promote Gbrist- 
ian-MusHm dialogue and ‘.iden- 
tify the real sources of people’s 
problems'’ on the strife-tom is- 
land of Mindanao, . Bishop Fer- 
nando CapaUa said in a telephone 
interview. 


ppmes (AP) — joint attacks on government 
Muslim rebels forces was “inevitable because 
our enemy is one and the same.” 
The local More National Li- 
beration Front Chieftain, identi- 
fied only as Commander Solitar- 
io/said die alliance between the 
two groups was necessary be- 
cause “we have the same enemy, 
we operate in the same area and 
we have common interests.” 
Both guerrilla leaders said their 
aJliance was informal. They indi- 
cated it was forged only at the 
provincial level and was not 
necessarily binding on tbe two 
guerrilla groups’ top leaders. 


Egyptian slab stolen from museum 


MANTOVA, Italy (AP) — An ancient Egyptian stone slabri^ 
was once used for magic rites was stolen from th e gojraan 
museum in this northern dty, the Italian News Agency ANSA w 


reported. The agency said the theft took place on April 23 during 
the hours the museum is open to the public but was not discloseu 
until now. The 13-by-10 cm (5-by4) oblong slab, which* made or 


lUlili liVW- A-f VJ XV • w o ' _ - . ■■ # 

black basalt and decorated with a god-figure sculpted m relict, 
from the 4th century B.C. 


Charles receives honorary doctorate 


BOLOGNA, Italy (AP) — Prince Charles, draped in a ctreBto- 
nisi toga, reoeived an honorary doctorate degree in philosophy 
Tuesday from the University of Bologna. The prince, who is on a 


one-week visit to Italy, was omfronted by a small group of 
students with banners protesting “degrees awarded to me 


(MNLF) and the Communist- 
I dominated National Democratic 
Front (NDF) was aimed at plan- 
ning joint attacks against govern- 
ment forces. 

He acknowledged that one of tbe 
conference's workshops put out a 
report saying the possibility of 
joint rebel attacks in the province 
was discussed as an alternative ‘‘if 
all other are exhausted.” 
CapaUa added that position “was 
not the stand of everybody else.” 

More than 100 fighters from 
the More National Liberation 
Front and members of the Com-' 
munist New People’s . Army 
(NPA) attended the meeting, 
held near Rigan dty. Local repor- 
ters were invited to the meeting 
on condition they would not re- 
veal the site. 

Press reports from the area 
quoted New People's Army pro- 
vincial commander Jogan Monties 
as telling reporters after the 
meeting that the possibility of 


killed Marcfaaiit because he was 
second-in-command of the illegal 
Ulster Volunteer Force and that 
he was involved in the April 2 
slaying of Larry Marley, a top 
IRA man in the city. 

The Ulster Volunteer Force 
resists the IRA fight to end Brit- 
ish rule in tbe Protestant-majority 
province and had said it killed 
Marley. 

The killing was the 33rd in 
Northern Ireland tins year. 

Britain’s Northern Ireland 
Seoetaiy, Tom King, on Tuesday 
visited the n»d near Newry on 
the border with the Irish Repub- 
lic where Lord Justice Maurice 
Gibson and his wife were killed 
by an IRA bomb on Saturday. 


current **Hre .with tbe government 
on regional autonomy collapse. 


students with banners protesting “degrees awarded to 
powerful.” The prince received the degree on the occasion of a. 
convention dedicated to the British Special Forces and their rcic 
in the Italian resistance during World War II. 


Pofice chief killed 


New Zealand rejects Gandhi’s gift 


Meanwhile in Manila, a police 
chief and his driver were shot and 
killed Wednesday in a working- 
class district near the capital, 
officials said. 

Police said Ll-CoI. Carlos Pai- 
omares and his driver, patrolman 
Bayani Yaneza, were gunned 
down at about 7:30 a.nu (2330 
GMT Tuesday) as they drove to- 
ward the station house in Valen- 
zuela on the northern edge of 
Manila. 

A police report said two 
women armed with M-16s block- 
ed the road as tbe officer’s car 
approached a curve. The women 
opened fire, along with an unde- 
termined number of accomplices, 
killing the two policemen instant- 
ly, the report said. 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) — New Zealand on 
Wednesday said it could not accept two baby elephants as gifts 
from Indian Prime Munster Rajiv Gandhi because they have 
foot-and-mouth disease. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Veterinarian Gordon Schwarz said tests conducted on tbe male 
and female animals while in quarantine in India showed they 
carried the disease. He said Indian authorities are looking for 
replacements for the pair. The elephants were to go to Auckland 
Zoo. 


Rare red diamond brings record price 


NEW YORK (R) — A small red diamond, one of only three 
whose whereabouts are known, sold for 5880,000, a spokes- 
woman for Christie’s auction house said. The red diamond, 
weighing .95 carats, brought the highest amount ever paid per 
carat, said spokeswoman Robin Riley, The rare stone was 
purchased by Theodore Horovitz, a Geneva-based wholesaler of 
Jewels, after four other bidders drove the price up from its 
opening at £275,000. she said. The bidders, two in the auction 
house and three bidding by telephone, paused briefly at $760,000 
before the final run-up to the record sale price. Riley said. 


11 hurt in Colombo blast 


COLOMBO (R) — A bomb fob- 
bed into a yard at Colombo’s 
mam magistrates court injured 21 
people Wednesday but police 
said Tamil rebels were not re- 
sponsible. 

Police said the bomb was 
hurled from the first floor of the 
courthouse at Huiftsdorp in the 
heart of tbe Sri Lankan capital 
into a yard holding prisoners for 
trial. 

Most of the injured were sus- 


pects in a murder case and police 
believe the bomb was thrown by 
members of the victim’s family. 

The court is about a kilometre 
from the central bus station 
where a car bomb, blamed on 
Tamil rebels by the government. 


Meanwhile Sri Lanka has ex- 
pressed concern to New Delhi 
about reports that the south Indi- 
an state of Tamil Nadu mil grant 
aid to Sri Lankan Tamils, a Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

Acting Foreign Minister 
Tyronne Fernando told Reuters 
he had summoned Indian High 
Commissioner (Ambassador) 
Jyotmdra Nath Dixit Tuesday 
and told him of Colombo’s con- 
cern. 

Tamil Nadu Food Minister S. 
Ram achandran told the state 
assembly on Monday that his 
government would send $3.1 mil- 
lion worth of food, clothing and 
medicine to Tamils in Sri Lanka's 


Man flies helicopter to North Pole 

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — Australian publisher Dick Smith 


pole. Word of his success was relayed by family members, it said. 
Smith’s past exploits included circling tbe globe in a helicopter 


Smith’s past exploits included circling tbe globe in a helicopter 
and expeditions to the South Pole. Smith publishes a magazine,, 
called Australian Geographic and runs a chain of electronic 
stores. 


Climbers abandon Lhotse expedition 


KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) — French climbers challenging 
Lhotse I, one of the sister peaks of Everest, have abandoned their 
expedition to scale the 8,516-metre peak due to poor weather, 
their base camp reported by radio. The radio message said the 
five-member team, led by Exi Esooffier, 26, of Anbesle. France, 
abandoned the expedition due to “heavy snowfall and avalan- 
ches” along the steep southern face of Lhotse 1, but did not 
elaborate on the decision. 


killed 113 people last week. northern Jaffna peninsula. 
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112 Cookbook 



■Last Week’s Cryptogram* 


87 Repeats a aong 


114 Emm 
118 ir. Intend 
117 Sumy 

120 Ganteidag tool 

121 Old Pr.' coin 


1. His alarm clock telle him firmly that when time flies. It's a one-way 
ticket. 

2. Ingenious ffenins Is very ingenuous la luutdUn# the everyday detalla. 
*• The com ava l w t were here before creation, because tbe world waa 

created oat of chaos, and someone bad to create all the chaos. 

4. Indian squaw quieted papoose while chief lit np foil peace pipe. 


Dfagramfen 


17 X 17, by Roger Coburn 


ACROSS 
1 Make aye* at 
9 Okra one’s 


CRYPTOGRAMS 


.24 Think 
26 Undent 


36 Items la an 


5 Air. npuMc 
10 Bar oltertag 
11"— LaacauT 

12 Sandra or 
Ruby 

13 Asbm DMu 
18 Eben of ter. 
19Sandtton 

23 Satatata 


27 O a Lun d ha a d 

28 ft, Ha 

30 Siraat Hnam 

31 Capital Hta 


39 Augury 

40 Ridoc ta 


40 Ridac Mb 
43 Jacob's 


49 Aperture 

50 Snake 

54 Satan Rquar 


1. BNFAO XMBZFBYK 


KLMN AO 


AVZFRFBV 


58 A Qerstwrin 
58 fortune 


OLMB1 AC 


KCurancy 

33 Caw boom 

34 Crave 

e mn ghtay 


46 Rghtw Max 
or Baddy 


48 Saw loosely 


60 On. dty 

62 Donna 

63 voices 

64 Uktmate 


— By Martha F. Genner 


2. PI AS EZXASB HBS8JS CSSDC 


F SOS F N A K S X A N-H Z O S>N S I B-B F M 


DOWH 
1 Ftarytate 


2 Flagrant 

3 Amour 


4 Comic strip 


5 Do soma 

6 Farafly 


8 Andoraon at TV 


9 Otiose 
11 Manufacbnad 

14 Colection 

of anecdotes 

15 Plenty 
IS Cranee 

17 Leg iqi 

18 — Arbor 

20 Church part 

21 Legal bakSng 

22 Neither Bern, 
nor Bop. 

26 Cmr members 


28 Transporter 

29 Expression 
32 Pony of song 
34 TVriata out 

of ihfht 
36-Waraof — 
Pirk" 

« Petty &** — 

37 Bob 

38 TUcata court 

40 Factaty 

41 "I — man 
wfch_" 


<2 Forum 
45—, humbug! 
48 Mutton 


— Connie Rooenfeld 


ATBBC 


GHBBCJKMMC 


NOLE 


47 Auditor? abbr. 

48 Author Karts 
Simwecte 
*2— muBMf 


FKCJEQ GYRRcq 
—By Philip F. Brennan 


JKACLJS. 


57 RMaama 

58 ns opn ner abb 

80 — do mar 

81 tatae rtyte of 


OBJJOY OODfiO 


GAAGJBEY, CAPDlTt 


E A F T CAAL 


10ADBBGL 


—By End Ireland 
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MIIl'lH UMl'lHH l-IMIlCm tU.ll.lM 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnniMrcirirti.i 
UHUJITJUIi tiUMUU llJllWl 
Mini HF.tMMU (SinilJ 
MMWMWl UHMU MI KJUUHH 

nuanu umu 

I4MIJH M .IMM 1IHM MUIVJU 
.WH Mf 4 f-Wfn.jr.IMM UrlWIIIU 

Eir.iMMiniu rjriMMM f.miuMH 
. [iMfifin r-irrrnr.i ur.ir.iun 
MMMin.ni r.muuM mmmuumh 
[ iitnnMii nnoi'iMuim.U') mum 
VM nnn unr mmmu nunn 

tt./'l/l i.lMUUMMUU tlllllUC'I 

MufiuuMu rr.'iiM iiMi.ii.nnt 
uuiiM m. uiu'i 'i in 
iniuM- MumiH ur.iuiinni-iH 
lltMHi'.ll lUM'.IU IIUUMHMI flil.JJ) 
MM..IM MuntlM UMUMI.I UiJMM 

n~ rnr t vmnrin huhmh uhiju 


MUM 

mu: fim 
unimiin.j 

I J 4.1:71 MUM 

I'.ll'liJUU UIJMMI'l 

nrrui uhu iji.tii : 
muu (ntr.ru n tiriMn 
umhm niir.niM.iM mmmu 
J ini fiiniui'i nnnuu insn 
J.v:i uuu hew 

11(111 niJUMH I1MMI1M UI415 
Mrtnr i f III." if INI If t MI'JMG 
UMI1H NMinill Mi'JMLl 
UUI1U lltiu MMIIQ 
HI.IUIJM U.'U'iUH 
Mini ft 1 1M 

nMi.ini:i 

Hilt 
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